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SKYSAILOR IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE 

HANG GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA (H.G.F.A.) 

Skysailor appears twelve times a year and is 
provided as a service to members. For non-members, 
the subscription rates are $10.00 per annum. 
Cheques should be made payable and sent to HGFA. 

Skysailor is published to create further interest 
in the sport of hang gliding. Its primary purpose 
is to provide a ready means of communication be
tween hang gl iding enthusiascs in Austral ia and 
in this way to advance the future development of 
the sport and its methods and safety. 

Contributions are welcomed. Anyone is invited 
to contribute articles, photographs and illustrat
ions concerning hang gliding activities. The 
Editor reserves the right to edit contributions 
where necessary. HGFA and the Editor do not 
assume responsibility for the material or the 
opinions of contributors presented in Skysailor. 

Copyri ght in Skysa il or is ves ted in HGFA. Copy
right in articles is vested in each of the 
authors in respect of her or his contribution. 
Deadline for contributions: 1st of the Month. 
ISStl 0313-363X 
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NEWS ........ NE WS 

THE RATING SYSTEM guide-lines have been 
drawn up and will be distrubuted to the 
state co-ordinators. Thanks to Graham 
Pukallus for his work. 

THE PILOT HAND BOOK rewrite ·~s underway 
again. If you are awaiting a handbook, 
they have been out of print for some 
time, and this rewrite and other things 
have held things up a bit. 

PLEASE SEND RATING FORMS to your state 
associat.ion. A few forms have turned up 
on the wrong desks and it takes time to 
reroute them, this is a waste of your 
time. 

ENQUIRIES ABOUT DELTA BADGES should be 
directed towards Wes Hill the HGFA 
Secretary. 
Also to aid with Delta Badges more 
F.A . I . Observers are required, if you 
are interested just drop HGFA a line 
and we will fill you in. 

AT THIS POINT I would like to thank 
the MONASH HGC for their meeting to 
discuss possible amendments to the wind 
direction. I had a ripper flight 
after the said meeting. 

ST JOHNS AMBULANCE FIRST AID COURSES, 
money is still available for refunds 
of course expenses. However if you are 
doing the course to qualify for the 
certified instructor please specify 
this as there is money allocated for 
this from a special government grant. 



EDITORIAL 
RATING SCHEME 

The s 
also 

to advance all 

minimum 1 

So why have H5 in the Rating 

That's a good question! 
it is already there, and 
there than remove it and 
it. (By the way, I'm working 

If we want merit badges, why not go 
are already there - the Delta series 
Silver and Gold. 

Reprint from F.A.I. Sporting Code, 
Section 7. 

CHAPTER 3 - F,A.I. DELTA BADGES 

3.1 

3.2 

The F.A.I. Delta Bronze, Silver 
Gold badges are standards of 
ment which do not require to 
renewed. The qualifications are 
same in every country. 

REQUIREMENTS 

3.2.1 DELTA BRONZE 

It 
but 

of 

A distance of not less than 2km must 
be flown over a course of not less 
than 0.5km between two turn points, 
followed by a controlled landing 
within 25m of a designated spot. 

5 flights of not less than 3 minutes 
duration each followed by controlled 
landings with 25m of a designated 
spot. 
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3.2.2 DELTA SILVER 

3.2.3 

3.3 

3.3.1 

3.3.2 

at least 50km. 
at least 1000m. 

4;~#~1@~;tif~iii~~,~ti~@~~f at 1 ea s t 5 ho ur s . 

in any 
may count for 

it fulfi'lls the 

tions must be complied 
for the Delta Gold except that 

to complete the Out and 
or Triangle will not invalidate 

provided that the 200km 
flown and the hang glider 
not more than 10km off the 

the last leg. This 
c¢fh{~¢$~ion is not valid for records. 

shall be issued by 

that the first 50 Delta Silver 
50 Delta Gold badges 

to be claimed shall be numbered and 
issued from F.A.I. 

you can see, the Silver is a very achievable and 
worthwhile goal. Why not abolish the merit badge 
in the rating system and use an Internationally 
recognized achievement award. 

has been put to, is sorting out the 
compete in the more prestig,ious 
This could also be done with the 

The rest of the Hang Rating Scheme should be left 
alone . As I mentioned before, the rating system 
is designed to advance all pilots to a minimum 
standard , the highest of these being the H4. No 
experienced H4 pilot should feel deprived or 
threatened if they see a H4 pilot who is not as 
good as they are, it is not degradation of their 
experience and skill. In fact, it should reinforce 
the fact that they have progressed since their own 
H4. And hopefully, their progress towards their 
Silver Delta. 

Peter Lissenburg. 

More details on delta badges later. 

• 



From the Safety Director: 

POINTS TO PONDER 

One Saturday I went to one of our more popular flying 
sites, where a large number of Hang 2 and Hang 3 
Pilots were trying out their new wings and some not 
so new . The one outstanding feature of the flying 
was the number of incorrect and dangerous take- offs 
and landings. Most of the pilots did not run at 
all at take- off, but simply mushed into a stall or 
near-stall. Only the forgiving nature of the site 
that day and perhaps luck prevented a lot of 
accidents. 

There were also a lot of grumblings about "not 
enough wind to stay up" as many a red- faced pilot 
puffed up the recovery track, but the problem 
really was attributable in most cases, to the 
pilot alone - not running at take-off, fumbling 
for stirrups and leaving the turns until well 
out of the lift band - these were the main problems. 
When it came to landings , the sight was equally 
discouraging - nose- ins and landings half a 
kilometer from the recovery track were the order 
of the day . 

There appears to be a distinct lack of training 
for soaring or for flying at sites other than the 
training slopes . Perhaps it is the anticipation 
and excitement of soaring that makes these pilots 
forget all that they learned about flying . I hope 
that this may be a reminder before a serious 
accident occurs . 

HANG" -
. NOVICE 

Additional questions to assist in the answering 
of the Hang 2 questions . 

In. What wind velocity would be considered 
dangerous and how should the strength of 
gusts be taken into consideration. 

b. How can the approach of a squall or front 
be recognised. 

c . How far ' off ' the face of your take-off area 
may the wind be for a safe take-off - would 
this depend on the site. 

2a. Where would lift and sink be expected with 
respect to the wind direction, on a ridge . 

b. Where would turbulence be expected on a 
ridge. 

c . Where would turbulence be expected with 
respect to trees , buildings, hills and 
gullie s. 
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3. How can you ensure that the air speed of 
the glider can be judged at all times 
without instruments , while in the air . 

4a. How can the wind gradient affect your glider 
when flying close to a ridge . 

b. With a steady wind blowing , what difference 
in ground speed of the glider could be 
expected - above a ridge compared to landing 
at the base of the ridge. 

Sa. What happens to the air flow across a wing 
when the wing is stalled. 

b. When does a stall occur in relation to the 
angle of attack of the wing . 

6a. How much height would you expect to loose 
during a 3600 turn and what does this 
depend on. 

b. How much space do you require for a 3600 

turn and where in relation to a ridge should 
the manoeuvre be tried first . 

7. How can the wind strength be judged on 
a) a ridge with trees and bushes 
b) near water 
c) what other aids can be used 
if other reliable means are not available. 

Sa. How is the angle of bank related to the 
stalling speed of the glider 

b. Which wing tip stal l s first and what effect 
has this on the glider 

c. What speed should the glider be flown at to 
prevent a stall during a turn - once stalled 
how can the glider be ' unstalled ' . 

10 . Can the flying characteristics be altered 
by changing the positions of the wires on 
the glider. 

11a. Does a heavier pilot have to run faster on 
take-off and landing . 

b. What advantages and disadvantages does a 
light pilot have f l ying a larger glider 
compared to a heavier pilot. 

c. Does the stall speed of a glider increase 
or decrease when a heavier pilot flies the 
glider. 

1 2a . What are tip vortices. 

b . What effect do the tip vortices on your 
glider have on gliders flying in your 
vicinity. 

c . At what height above the ground would you 
expect the flying of the glider to be 
affected by ground effect and what effect 
would you expect. 



13a. How can the parachuting abilities of a 
glider be utilised when the glider is about 
to crash. 

b. In what position would you place your body to 
best absorb the impact. 

14a. Which are the most highly stressed parts of 
a glider. 

b. How much damage should a bolt or spar 
exhibit before it should be replaced. 

15. would washout be increased or decreased by 
tightening the sail. Does the incorporation 
of washout improve the flying performance of 
a glider. How does washout affect the 
stalling characteristic of a glider. 

16a. Should the pushout be increased or decreased 
as the angle of bank is increased. 

b. What would happen if the bar is pushed out 
too far in a turn. 

17a. Would it be preferable to land on rocks or 
further out in deeper but calmer water, 
instead of surf. 

b. In what position would you land in water. 

c. Which direction would you choose to swim 
away from the glider. 

lSa. Would you go above or b e low the power lines 
if there was a danger of a collision. 

b. As power lines are hard to see at times 
from air, what other features would 
indicate the possible presence of power lines . 

20. Why should accidents be reported to the 
Organization first. 

21. What i s a high speed stall and how is a 
severe sideslip caused. 

REPLY TO A LETTER, 

from Neville Hind, Macquarie 
University H.G.C. published in Skysailor Sept. 
issue. 

1. The new Hang Rating forms are in effect now. 

2. 

They have been distributed to all members 
through the August and September issues of 
Skysailor and further copies are available 
thro11gh the State organizations. 

Certified Instructor courses are being 
organized on state by state basis and 
interested members should contact their 
State Training Officer for details on 
required qualifications and information on 
when courses are being held. 

3. 

4. 

The new Hang Rating forms were authorized 
by the HGFA and HGFA Co-Ordinators from 
each state voted on this issue at the 
annual conference. The upgrading of the 
system of Hang Rating was implemented to 
enhance our chances of having the ANO 95.8 
amended and to further improve the safety of 
the sport. 

A list of certified instructors for each 
state can be obtained from the State Training 
Officers. 

Certified instructors do not have to belong 
to a school and in fact, the majority of 
recently certified instructors were 
independent members. The new system should 
not make it more expensive or more difficult 
to fly and individual learning is by no means 
discouraged. 

It simply means that we are aiming to ensure 
that the HI rated flier should have the flying 
skills necessary to avoid accidents 
and to allow him to p~ogress 
safely to the next level of his flying skill -
Hang I Certification should not just be a 
matter of "flying in a straight line". It 
is hoped that the certified instructor, 
through his acquired knowledge, is better 
able to detect flying faults and correct these 
where necessary. No system is perfect but our 
endeavour should be to improve the system so 
that all members can have the maximum 
emjoyment with the minimum of risk to themselves 
and others. 

Peter Wright taking off at Portsea (Vic.) 
in his Swift. 

Photo: Fred Butcher. 



accident report 
Mt . Spring - ACT 

The pilot was practising - in his words - "cross 
to tailwind take- offs" at Mt Spring in the ACT. 
Conditions were a 5 kno t NE wind with the rmal s or 
gus ts. Launch was in a NW dire ction . The glide r 
s talle d and cras hed into rock s r e sulting in 
s ubs tantial d amage to the glide r and lace rations 
and b r uises t o the f a c e a nd right l e g of pilot. 
No me ntion was made in the r eport of pilo ts age 
or e xperie n ce . 

Glide r Mode l - Wedge tail C . 

NOBBY - QLD - 7 . 8.82 

1. Pilot was unrated with 4 months flying 
e xpe rience. 

No information as to wind direction or speed 
was given in the report. 

The pilot apparently flared too soon when 
landing to avoid a fence, resulting in the 
pilot landing heavily and breaking the 

2. The second accident o n this day resul ted in a 
pi l ot receiving s l ight bruising, but the 
glider involved sustained substantial 
damage . 

The pilot was rated H2 with nearly 2 years 
expe rience . 

Wind s peed varie d from 5-20 mph from SSE 
dire ction . The pilot attempte d an "on top" 
landing but wa s unable to p e ne trate to the 
front of the ridge . The glide r flew into the 
rotor b e hind the crest and crashed into a 
small tree . 

"On-top" landings are poss ible at this si te 
and have been attempted successfully by the 
pilot previously . Conditions on this 
occasion were perhaps unsuitable. 

Heavy clothing was worn and this possibly 
preve nted more substantial injuries. 

Make of glider - Mega 2 . 

THAT/S ALL FOR NOW, 
uppe r arm . The g lider received minor damage s . SAFE FLYING. 
Make of glider - Super 2. ULRI C KaSMER. 

A HARNESS DESIGNED BY A liANG GLIDER P I LOT FOR li ANG GLI DE R P I LOTS . 

IF I CUT MY HA RNESS IN HALf' YOU 
iVOULD DISCOVER THE PRACTICAL 
SH!PLIC I TY OF IvllAT CROSS COU1;TRY 
PILOTS REQUIRE . 

" THE WATER BALLAST SYSTEM 

F . DRINKING \vATER SUPPLY VALve 
COUPLED TO FIRST CONTAINER 

B . ~EI"i "PARADYNAMICS" 
RAPID DEPLOYMENT b . C.S 
OPENS IN 2 seCONDS (50 FT . ) 
(AS DEr:ONSTRATED OFF IvEST GATE BRIDGE . ) , 

NOW IN STOCK. 
PRICE $375.00 

1/ 

II fAl fnl 0 rnll! III~ I~ 

D . PULLl:l SYSTLI-! FO R S ~lOOTIl CL IMB I N , 
CLIMB OCT , COC P LED WITH MOU NTAI NEE RIN G 
Rope AND LOCKING CA RAB I NER . 
MANCFACTCRED loJI T Il LIG HT I-I EIGH T FOAM , 
IIIG II 1::51" QCA LI TY SKYD I VI )JG MATE RIALS . 
(NO SLAT - OLLT WLBOING I::TC . ) 

C . \'ELCROED Re AR CARRY 

L . i\DJLJSTABLL 
P;\DDCD LEG 
STRi\PS . 

CONTAINER FO R GL I DER , 
13;\TTLR!'l A:-JD CARRY BAGS 

ETC . 

". TI-IO rLEXI BLE I,ATER CONTAINERS CARRY 
14 - 16 KG . OF Iv/\TER BALLAST, ALSO 

SUPPLEMENT FOR DRINKING I"iATER ON 
EXTENDED X/ C rLIGHTS , Io'.ANCALLY 

OPERATED BALLAST RELeASE VALVES , 
OVER 7 LITRES IN 18 SECONDS . 

G 

REAR CLIP COUPLES \"iITH 
CHUTE CONTAI~ER TO HOLD THE 
BOOT CPRIGHT rOR LAUNCH 

VELCROED BOTTml FOR EASY RH10VAL . 

IFilfAltnlG GI~ II 011 rnlG I WJPPI~lllEl 
39 MCKEAN ST BOX HILL , MELBOURNE . VIC , 3128. 03 890-4136 A/H. 
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COMPETITIONS 

~10RE ON THE 1983 MT BUFFALO X-C CLASSIC 

Due to the changes in the Rating Scheme, people 
who thought they would attain the ir HS rating 
by January '83 under the past HS requirements, 
would have missed out as they would have to wait 
23 months instead of 4 since attaining their H4. 

It has come to my attention that a lot of fine 
H4 X-C pilots will therefore miss out. With this 
in mind, it has been decided to accept H4's who 
would have qualified for their HS under the past 
Rating system. 

Because there are no longer any HS questions 
(ie. they've been put into H3 and 4 verbals), the 
pilot will have to pass these extra H3 & 4 
~uestions. Also, all the other requirements for 
HS will have to be met (except the time factor). 

I hope this is clear enough, if not ring or write. 
Note, Full HS's will be given preference though. 

As you can see, we have accommodation offered by 
'Valley Homestead'. We will be trying to 
encourage all the International Pilots to stay 
here, so if you have the money and are looking 
for this type of accommodation, we highly 
recommend it. 

Another point, if you qualify in Round 1 to 
continue into Round 2, you don't pay another $50. 
Thats your prize for qualifying. 
There will however be prizes for the top 
placings in each of the Round 1 comps. 

We will be hiring a mini bus for the compo This 
will be available to pilots who have no means of 
transport , ie. International pilots, etc. 

A nominal $1 a day fare will be charged for its 
use. It will also be used for retrievals of 
pilots, particularly within a specified distance 
from take-off - more later on this. 

A few pilots have asked what type of tasks are to 
be run . This year in our submission for DOA 
clearances/we will be asking for day to day 
clearances, are based on specific courses/routes 
to be flown. Not a general SOkm radius, as has 
been the case in the past. 

Because of this, we won't know the extent of 
the tasks we can run until DOA approves our 
submission. Basically, tasks will be similar to 
last year , expanded and a bit more demanding . 

Buffalo X- C Class ic organizer, steve 

Photo: Val Wallington 

8 

We will be trying a world first by timing pilots 
when they opt to leave the vicinity of the 
mountain. Because all pilots will have radios, 
they will call up the launch before crossing a 
starting line whilst in the air. This has the 
advantage of getting pilots into the air and 
leaving when they're ready. Once they specify 
that they're ready to go for it, then that'll 
be the only fly they get. If however, they 
launch, get drill e d and don't get a chance to 
get up and give their starting signal, 
they can have another fly. This will apply to 
all flights whether they be open distance or 
spe ed tasks. Hence pilots can hang around the 
mountain all day, but once they say go, thats 
it, no second chances. 

It is also recommended that if your CB has more 
than one channel, they get the crystals for 
another channel. 

One person complained to me, saying he thought 
the competition was too long. Myanswer ·to 
him was "Of course its long, its meant to be. It 
isn't your average State comps, this is an 
International Class Competition giving Australian 
pilots who haven't months and the money to go 
overseas. We're trying to lure the International 
pilots over here, which we are doing". 

Round 1 is made up of a lot of public holidays, 
Round 2 starts on a Thursday and finishes on 
a Saturday - Sunday to travel home. 

If someone flys in Round 1 and 2 he'd need to take 
12 days off work. If he doesn't qualify for 
Round 2, we may be able to provide him with work 
as an official for Round 2 if he gives notice in 
his entry. Once again early entries get 
preference. 

With that, it may provide some answers to your 
questions. More next Skysailor, if necessary. 

STEPHEN RUFFELS 
MT BUFFALO C-X CLASSIC 
COMPo CO-ORDINATOR. 
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CROSS-COUNTRY 
2ND AUSTRALIAN X-C LEAGUE REPORT 

What Hang Gliding Competition has over $2,300 
worth of prizes, plus an estimated $500 . 
additional prize money, costs only $15 to enter, 
can be flown in when and wllerev~:r:' in Australia , 
and requires only 5 flights to win? (Answer 
Page. lQ .. ) . 

The second Australian X-C League, as predicted 
is looking bigger and better . Already entries 
are arriving; Yes~ so early in the season~ 
mostly with significant flights comparable to 
many of last year. 

Ian Jarman has opened with a 74km flight from 
Cooplacurripa, on his first encounter with the 
site. He landed at none other than Craig Worth's 
seaside residence, and from a NE site, whats more. 
Craig was reported to be working that day, trowel 
in hand and one eye skyward, awaiting the 
inevitable , knowing Jars was up there somewhere. 

Craig was not outdone, he followed this up a few 
weeks later with 46km in the opposite direction, 
mostly over flat terrain with a low inversion. 

Paul Mollison has ably made his mark for the 
Newcastle crowd with four flights of 27,32,39 
and S3kms, placing him clearly in the lead at 
this stage. 

X-C Roundup - or Where its Happening, but We're 
Not Telling 

NSW 

Newcastle/Singleton 

We hope to hear more from this crew this year as 
all have shown they are capable of consistently 
good flights . Paul has kicked off, where are 
you Shane, Ricky, Russell, Chris, Dennis, Ian, 
John, George, Paul and Ringo, etc . 

Stanwell Park 

Do Mike and Dave Delaylund know where its at with 
their weekend migrations? (Only 7 hours to 
Cooplacurripa fella ' s). Is 100 miles still 
possible from Stanwell Park? Tony and Flash, 
last year's H3 champs. will no doubt provide a 
stimulus to more than a few experienced HS's. 

Byron Bay 

Brian, Neil and friends are modest, humble fliers. 
They are highly ranked in National & Aust X-C 
comps . and fly many a mile from Coorabell and 
elsewhere every weekend. Anyone of them could 
be a winner. When are they going to overcome this 
shyness and allow us to publish their feats by 
entering the X-C League . 
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LEaGUE 
Cooplacurripa 

Australia ' s latest premier X- C site . Look out Mt 
Buffalo and Ben Nevis . Already height gains to 
9,500', flights of 70+ kIDs and soarable conditions 
in mid- winter inversions have been reported here. 
Wait until after the NSW State Compo weekend and 
mid-summer with the Pacific Palms and Camden 
Haven Clubs there every weekend - anything can 
happen~ 

VIC 

A few entries have come forth with Ian O'Neil 
taking honours as the first 1982 League entry. 
Its good to see experienced X- C pilots showing 
early support. Only a few questions arise . Where 
are you Bernie, Steve , Wes, Peter, Paul & Mary etc? 
Is it still snowing down south? Is Ben Nevis 
really the 200 mile site of this summer? 

WA 

We heard spring was good last year to WA fliers. 
80 plus miles on several occasions. It must be 
as good this year . So where are you ROY , Kevin, 
Stubby , Mole, Boot, Bim , Bob, Betty & Jim? 

SA 

Are Stove , Terry and Nosepick still attempting 
X-C? Is it true that Larry has defected to NSW 
realising where its really at this year? 

It would be good to hear from someone in the 
State with the greatest unexplored X-C potential; 
or is it a secret? The odd 3 , 000 ' granite rock 
face and 200 miles of open country has been 
reported by a few stray NSW pilots. It seems 
likely the Nobby Boys will break 100 miles this 
year. 

ACT 

Tim , Bill, John , there ' s no excuse with Mt 
Buffalo only 4 hours drive (or flight) away. 
How many fliers own their own X- C site anyway 
Tim? 

TAS 

We know 200 miles is dif ficult with so little 
land , but have you tried heading North? Ocean 
crossings and Island Hops may oneday be more than 
a possibility. 

NT 

Plenty of space here. 



2 nd Australian 

CROSS-COUNTRY 
lJEftGUE 

PRIZES! Prizes! 
1st - On a Sky trek Glider 
1st - On a Moyes Glider 

PRIZES! 
$250 +50% f t f $250 + harness, 0 en ry ees. 
bag & flying suit 

__ _ ~Best H3 - PA Delux Cocoon 
~ Harness - $225 

ongest Flight from NSW - Pacific 
Trophy 

Palms Memorial 

OTHER PRIZES: 
Encouragement Award. 

Cocoon Harness from Cloudbase, 
+10% of entry fees. 

2nd- P.A.Flying Suit + 30% 
of entry fees. 

3rd- Dick Smith C.B. RadioJ 
+10% of entry fees. ~ 

200 Miles 
Moyes and Sky trek have each put 
up $500 to any pilot who flies 
200 miles on their respective 
brand of glider. 

ENTER NOW 
Pilots, here is your chance to compet 
in a contest open to all, no need to leave 
your local sites, to find Australia's best 
XC sites and pilots . 

DATES 
From 2 August, 1982 to 30 June, 1983. 

RESULTS: 

TEE TASK: Clock up the highest 
average straight-line distance 
from your best 5 flights. There's 
no limit to the number of flights 
you may enter. 

DOCUMENTATION; Date of flight 
and take off an~ landing times. 
6 figure map re1erences are 
required for take off and landing 
plus a general description of 
landing location, approximate 
istance flown, photo or barograph 

evidence optional. Offjcial 
distances will be measured on 

Natmap 1:250,000 Topo maps. 
WITNESSES: Name, address and phone 

numbers of take off and at least 
two landing witnesses for each flight 
and only entries posted within 10 
days of flight will be scored. 
Restricted to foot-launc~p.d, non
powered hang gliders only. 

Flight documentation will be examined by the Verification Board and League position 
and distances published monthly. 

----------------
AUSRALIAN CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE ENTRY FORM 

AGE: ________________ __ PILOT NAME: __________________________ ___ HGFA NO : ----------------RATING:___________ GLIDER: _______________ _ 
TELEPHONE: ________________________ _ 

ADDRESS: 

Entry fees: $15 ($5 to cover administration and verification expences ,$10 prize 
money ). Entry fee and form must be recieved before or accompanying 
1st flight. 

Make cheques payable to: 2nd Australian Cross Country League, 
C/- Craig Worth, 
Main St, 
Hallidays Point. 2430 NSW 

I, the undersigned hereby request permission to enter and participate in the Australian Cross Country 
League. I acknowledge that my participation is voluntary and that I know the risks and dangers of cross 
country flying, and that unexpected dangers may ar i se during the League. The decisions regarding when and 
where to fly and where to land are my own, and I accept all risks of injury to my person or others and/o~ 
property that may be sustained during the League. I am aware of ANO 95.8 and Transport Austral ia 
regulations concerning operations of hang gliders. In consideration of the permission granted to me to 
participate in the League, I do hereby, for myself and my heirs, release the officials and sponsors of the 
League from all claims l'or-TnJuries sustained by my person and/or property during my participation in the 
League due to negligence or any other fault. 

I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE FOREGOING REQUEST AND RELEASE: 

SIGNED: WITNESS: DATE : ______________ __ 
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SPONSORS 

The aim of this competition is nontheless to 
encourage X- C flying , and to gain greater 
knowledge of Australia's X- C potential . Remember 
Rob and Ian's 156 and 123 miles l ast year. 

Moyes , Skytreck, PA , Cloudbase and even Dick Smith 
have all given their backing* . A sponsorship of 
which we are most grateful and can show our 
appreciation of most easily , by doing what we all 
dream of - flying a long way , but most importantly, 
entering the X- C League. 

100 entries is not too ambitious. 

*please note , more sponsors are welcome. 

PACIFIC PALMS MEMORIAL TROPHY 

A perpetual Trophy to be awarded for the longest 
flight in NSW has been created by the Pacific 
Pal ms HG Club . This will be awarded and engraved 
annually with the winner receiving a miniture . 
It is dedicated to the memory of lost flying 
friends , Peter Brown and Henk Numeyer. 

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD 

Another aim of the League is to encourage and 
develop the f l ying abilities of the newcomers 
to X- C flying. Hence , the Cloudbase Encouragement 
Award of a generous l y donated cocoon harness . To 
this , the organisers have added 10% of entry 
fees. 

FLIGHT DESCRIPTIONS 

Flight descriptions are we l come . Keep them brief, 
we can pub l ish them thr ough this col umn , given a 
few detai l s . We can add the necessary 
exaggeration , flair and colour, making your f l ight 
a legend of epic proportions . Then again , we ' re 
all experts at this , aren't we ! 

Many questions have been raised in this report. 
We ' re relying on you for the answers by next 
month . 

Good Flying , 

J e f f Scott 
l a st years 
winner o f 
the x-c 
League. 

Photo; 
Val Wallington. 

AUSTRALIA ' S X- C 

LEAGUE COMMITTEE 
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HANG GLIDING 
ACCESSORIES 
D.O.T. approved (No. 2235) Parachute harness 

and canopy manufacturers 

The Back-up Chute 
CANOPY AND BRIDLE ONLY $297* 
DEPLOYMENT BAG $15.50* 

BACK-UP SHUTE CONTAINER $20.50* 

Deluxe Prone Harness 
S9S,50* 

STIRRUP $10* 

Altimeter 
$92.50* 

Hummingbird Vario 
$196* 

Summer Harness 
$99.50* 

COCOON HARNESS $146* 

C&D H/G Helmet 
$46* 

Kite Bag 
$59* 

*IF IT 1 S NOT LISTED ASK US 

PARACHUTES AUSTRALIAm: 
68 WENTWORTH AVE., SYDNEY 2010 

Tel. (02) 211·5555 
Prices "include Sales Tax 



GEORGE WORTHINGTON holder of many of£icia l World Hang Gliding Records has died. 

Those of us Australian pilots who have followed the American hang gliding scene, 
would have learnt much from the life of this incredible aviator. 

Here we print an account of his last flight, in the belief that we can l e arn al so 
from his death. 

We realise that the powered ult ra-light content of this ar t icle conflicts with 
HGFA policy. However the lessons to be l e arnt extend beyond the boundry of any 
sector of aviation. 

END OF A 

GEORGE vJORTH INGTON'S LAST RIDE. 

RICK ~IASTERS 

Thursday night, the 9th of September , the sky 
captains watched dismally as the fo u rth and final 
contestant arr ived for the pilot ' s meeting . It's 
a new sport , they to l d themselves . Giant oaks 
f rom little acorns grow , and all that .. ... How 
coul d they expect anyone else to make it, they 
thought , philosophically, when their own entry 
wasn't even ready? The barren D-26 Nomad dangled 
forlornly in the shadowpr1 hanger, hungering fo r the 
back- ordered sixteenth- inch rivets, deprived of 
September ' s thermals . And what were they going to 
do with all those tee- shirts? Oh , well. At l east 
qual ity of t he pilots was pre t ty good. 

There was Jeff Stephenson , the Economy King , in 
from Porterville with his wonder wing , a Mitchel 
Wing B- IO - a wing so white it hurt the eyes at 
noon . A wing so smooth . So ahhh . . . . And this guy 
knew how to thermal (thank God ! ). Hadn ' t he flown 
70 miles on a quart of gas or something ridiculous? 
And what a fuselage ! With an outboard motor the 
fibreglass thing would be mean in water sports . 

Steve Grussock, the fellow who flies straight down 
(stall - whats that?), dropped in from the Kasperwing 
factory in unpronounceable Issaquah , Washington, 
dragging along veteran hang glider pilot Scott 
Rutledge to sniff out thermals in a second 
Kasperwing. Grussock's prototype fuselage was a 
work of art . In the air it looked like a cross 
between the scout from the mother ship and a 
dragonf l y eating a squash bug at max lid. But it 
was beautiful. And all those colorful little goodies 
inside . It looked as though you could reach right 
through that great clear canopy and touch them. ~nd 

with those sculptured Kasper tips , those gigantic drag 
rudders - my God ! - the thing was incredible ! 

And then there was the guy in the Hummer . (He ' s flying 
a what?) Gil Kensey had come a l l the way from Provo , 
Ut ah with Kl aus Hi l l ' s second Hummer. His oxygen 
bo t t l e l ooked l ike a cannonball. 

And t hen t here was George . (Where is George? ) 
" It seemed str ange ", Gil said l ater . " Here we a ll 
a r e at Geor ge ' s mee t and h e doesn ' t even show up 
at the p ilo t' s meeting". 
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LEGEND 
It was 8.30 Friday morning . Mar k was c hasing Jeff 
a t the Wander e r 's top speed . They dipped down between 
the trees a l o ng the meandering Owen s niver , t wisting 
through at 50 '. " I was doi ng about 60", Jeff said . 
" I would imagine he would have had to pul l almost 
two gees in the stuff we were doing". 

They returned to Bishop for the first task , an 
economy run 17 miles sout h to Big pine and back. 
While Don carefully measured the gas in the tanks 
of the ultralights , Mark reviewed the operation of 
the new Wanderer with George. 

" George was in really good spirits", Jeff said . 
"He seemed active and really involved and interested 
in what was going on". 

" I had taken a very , very close l ook a t t he Wanderer" , 
Gil said. " Mark and I h ad l ooked over it prett y 
closely and I would have had no qual ms abou t flying 
it . To me the machin e l ooked very , very good . And 
I can understand how George f elt about i t by looking 
at it . In no way did the structure l ead the potential 
pilot to be l ieve that it was going to be inadequa_t", " 
The ships l aunched one after another . George built 
up a lot of speed , rose about 10' and leveled out 
to gain more speed before he climbed . Compared to 
the others , especia l ly Jeff in the B-IO who left 
the ground in a neck straining power climb, i t 
seemed a somewhat trepidatious take-off. No one 
knew except Mark - and few even suspected - that 
this was the first launch George had made in the 
rebuilt prototype. With less than an hour of 
experience with the previous aircraft - an aircraft 
with controls so light that he had stated "there was 
no way for the pilot flying the ship for the first 
time to co-ordinate the controls and to prevent both 
skidding and slipping during turns in turbulent 
thermals" - George had come to do battle with the 
wind gods on their home ground ! 

"The only thing I would have commented to George 
prior to launch , and I seriously considered doing 
it", Scott said , later, "was the fact that he wasn't 
we aring a helmet. It bothered me to see him hop in 
that plane without a helmet on . It really did. I 
guess he though he was hopping in a sailplane" . 

" There were a lot of factors involved with him 
flying that was taking a nonchalance towards what 
was going on . More so than I fe l t he shoul d have 
been comfortabl e with . Steve and I came here a 
day ear l y to p r actice and see how bad conditions 
really were and t r y to assess what our abiliti es 
would be , i n stead of j us t hopp i ng i n to the f irst 
task a nd assuming ever y th ing would be OK. 



"I felt prepared for it, but I did not have the 
feeling when I saw George and the wanderer . It 
seemed to me that there was a distinct lack of 
experience as far as him flying that wing in 
different types of conditions and preparing 
physically and mentally for this type of experience . 
I thought that he probably didn ' t have enough 
airtime to warrant even being over here . Because 
if there is any test of structural integrity and 
pilot skill, this is the place. 

The Mitchel and Kasperwings turned southwest toward 
the Sierra foothills . They would use the morning 
thermals there to get them to Big Pine . Gil sat 
on the runway with a flat tife and watched George 
head straight down the centre of the valley. George 
made the entire tr ip under power. If there \-Jere any 
thermals of any consequence on the valley floor - and 
no one thought there would be - he didn ' t find them. 
He was the first to return. The others were busy 
working lift . It was very, very strange behaviour 
for the expert of expert thermal pilots . 

" Gust front coming !" I yelled to the group on the 
tarmac. " How strong? " they asked. (Who is this 
Guy? How can he tell if a gust front is coming?) . 

"If that was my hang glider ," I said , " I ' d drop it 
on the ground right now. I don ' t think I cou ld 
hold on to it !" They looked to each other in 
dismay. 

George and Mark wheeled the Wanderer up the runway 
between some parked cars. Jeff faced the Mitchel 
into the wind . The Kasperwing pilots sent their 
driver for a van to block the wind . But on l y the 
edge of the gust front touched us. 

" Everybody was a littl e nervous then ", Jeff said , 
" because none of us were really experienced at 
flying here . George was the only one who had much 
time in this valley . He was interested in gettinq 
airborn as soon as possible. 

I won't say he was pushing because he wasn't , 
really. He was afraid that the soaring conditions 
might deteriorate " . 

As George stood by the Wanderer , waiting, he told 
Mark his flight plan. The task was north to White 
Mountain Ranch and return . He would head directly 
for the Whites , he said , and hunt thermals . He 
regarded the wind , crossing from the right at ten 
miles per hour. 

"What is the crosswind take- off capability?" he 
asked Mark. It struck me as odd that he didn ' t 
know . 

" In this wind , nothing to it", Mark repl ied . " You 
won ' t even no t ice it". "Whenever you ' r e read y , 
George !" Don yelled . 

George strapped t he parachute over his jacket, 
settled the pork- pie hat on his head and squ eezed 
through the narrow opening the f uselage beh ind 
the sliding canopy . He mentioned to Mark that he 
had not yet flown the Wanderer be l ow 30 miles per 
hour . 

I a l most dropped my camera . 

"You can f l y i t a l ot s l ower than that", Mar k tol d 
h im . George p ul led the canopy shu t and p inned i t 
in place . He fastened the safe t y bel t arou nd 
his waist and donned h i s g l oves . George s e e me d 
hesitant in his actions t h is time , un l ike before . 
He reached up and pushed at the canopy. He scowl ed. 

"Wi ll this come away? " he asked . " It feels p r e tty 
firm". " Yeah . Its des i g ned to" , Mark said . The 
old man seemed unconvinced . "You 'll be s urpri sed 
at how s t rong you are wi th a n adrenaline r u s h of 
f ear " . 

The pi l o t s began to l aunch , each o ne int ent on 
using as l i t t l e f uel as possibl e , yet still making 
it back within the t i me limit. " Hi s take- off was 
real c l ean", J ef f said . " Rea l nice . He t urned t o 
the l ef t a nd headed out toward the h i l ls". 

Shortly after he c l eared , I t ook off . I c l imbed 
a l ittl e faster and went ove r the t op o f h i m. 
Shortl y a f ter I passed him, I fl ew into what seemed 
to be a t hermal at rather low altitude - abou t 400 ' 
I thought I ' d give it a try anyway . I did one 360, 
and as I came a r ound I saw Geor ge . He was moving 
toward me . Manoeuvering under me. And we wer e 
pretty close to the same a l ti t ude - within 100 '. 

"It looked a lmost like a porpoising action when he 
was coming over . A couple of times his at t ack angl , 
looked odd . At one time it l ooked like he was on 
the ver ge of a stall , flying a l ong at a nose- high 
attitude and carrying power t o keep it f r om stal l inc 
He didn ' t lose any a l titude when he brought the nos, 
down. Evidentl y ,. he had some power on at the time . 
It just struck me as odd . Fl ying under a high 
angle l ike that , you ' re going t o burn up more fue l 
and you're going to waste time . " He must be t rying 
to feel t he ship out", is what I thought. 

" The therma l didn ' t seem to be over ly t urbul e nt or 
anything e l se . Normal l y therma l s have some amount , 
turbu l ence in them - but it wasn' t anything you 
cou l dn ' t deal with easi l y . 

I ~m 62 . ~ love t~ fly and have flown over 300 different makes and models of 
f ~Ylng mac~lnes durlng 43 years of 'everyday' flying. I fervently believe that I 
~lll not dle as a result of an aircraft related cause. If I have a fault regard
lng : safety' in general, it is in the area of being overly-fearful and overly
cautlOus. 

" George Worthington, Soaring & Motorgliding Magazine . 
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"I went around on another 360. I hit some sink a s 
I went out one side of the thermal. When I came 
back around again, I looked for George. And I 
couldn 't see him anywhere" . Scott was at 800', 
a quarter of a mile away. 

"The air was mildly lifty", he said. "And it was 
really a better c limb-out situation than we'd 
had for the first task and for the preceeding day 
that Steve and I came and p racti ced. It was 
relatively smooth. In fact, it was smoother at 
that time than it had been on any other occasion 
that I'd flown. 

"I was intently watching the Mitchel Wing and the 
Wanderer to see if they were going to catch 
anything. It looked as ;~ both of them were 
starting to work a thermal, except in my opinion, 
they were both extremely low to the ground . My 
whole attitude was to get as safely as possible 
to 1000' and cruise . I would have been at 
parachute effectivp a ltitude - and that's really 
the major concern . 

"They were working something that had a fairly 
good size to it. George wasn ' t banked up at all. 
Not even thirty degrees. And for a thermal, that's 
keeping a prettv flat and wide turning radius. They 
were making clockwise turns . The Mitchel Wing 
was slightly more toward the hill s than the Wande r e r. 

"But as George was 360ing , the inboard wing broke. 
It broke right in the air. And it looked like there 
was a puff of dust that came off it .... " 

"Its on fire!" someone cried. 

We stood frozen, our breaths stopped , as George 
began his fall from the sky . 

" Oh, no! George!" It was Mark Smith. Screaming . 
"Throw the chute, George! Throw the chute!" 

Gil was directly below Scott at 300 '. 

"I saw the glider slip," he said , "but I don't know 
if it had failed prior to that or not. I was real 
surprised when it came apart - especially in the air 
that it came apart in . That's what leads me to 
believe that it might have been a slip that helped 
to induce the failure". 

"When the wing broke", Scott said , "he enter ed what 
looked like a spin with the wing that was intact 
still at a flying attitude for a half-second or so . 
It was continuing in the turn with one wing straight 
up and the other one pretty much at a right angle 
to it. And it didn't take but a second before the 
other wing was straight up in the air, matching the 
one that was broken . The fuselage was on its side. 
It continued a slow spin with both wings straight up 
in the air , plurnrnetting towards the ground . It 
impacted goinging straight down. From 400, maybe 
500 feet. 

"I' d say the whole thing, from 
to impact, was 5 - 6 seconds. 
enough time - I don't think he 
to effectively do anything". 

breaking of the wino 
I don't think he had 
had enough altitude -
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Don hurtled the Kawasaki down the runway, the 
engine screaming at full bore. I grabbed the arm 
of a spectator with a nearby van. 
"Lets go! George might need us," I said. Mark 
jumped in as we rolled off. 

" Oh George ! Oh , George! This is my worst nightmare", 
he kept saying between sobs. "I know he's hurt. 
Oh , George !" 

Far out on West Line, Don was a speck roaring away 
at 100 miles per hour. 

If George really needed us, I knew, we would never 
make it in time. 

"I kept looking through my soaring windows to see 
if he was possibly above me", Jeff said, "but I 
couldn ' t see him anywhe.re. Finally I looked down 
and I saw the wreckage on the ground. I went down 
and landed to see if I could do anything. 

"The ship was upside down. There was very littl e I 
could do to get to him other than to reach in. There 
was no pulse that I could feel. He had blood all 
over his face but he wasn 't bleeding". 

Jeff ran to the barbed-wire fence at the edge of 
the field as Don slid to a halt. "Call an ambulance !" 
he yelled. Don spun the bike around. He tore by 
us as we approached the scene. 

I l eapt from the van. Another local hang glider 
pilot trained in emergency medicine had just 
arrived. We ran to the wreckage. 

The left wing was intact with the fuselage in 
which George was pinned upside down. "We've got 
to turn him over!" I cried . We grabbed the wing 
and rolled the fuselage over. It was surprisingly 
light. 

We tried to resuscitate George but his spirit had 
flown. We were too late. Later the Coroner would 
tell me it didn't matter. He had died instantly. 

Stunned, I walked slowly back to the road. Mark 
stood on the berm , visibly shaken , his jaw 
twitching, his eyes begging me not to tell him 
the truth. That George was dead. 

"I'm sorry," I said. 

"I killed him" , he said , his voice faint with horror. 
"I killed George ..... " 

No, Mark," I responded, trying desperately to reach 
him. "You didn't kill him. He knew exactly what 
he was getting into here. More than anyone e l se 
here. He knew! George made a mistake. Whether 
it was up there or back at the airport - it 
doesn ' t matter. Aviation does not allow us to 
make mistakes and survive . When George climbed 
into your ship, he assumed the risk. All of it. 
Don't blame yourself ". 

I reached out to comfort him. His eyes widened. 
He backed away from me, turned and stumbled down 
the road, sobbing. I looked down at my hands. 

They were thick with George's blood. 



PARACHUTES AUSTRALIA en: 
68 WENTWORTH AVE., SYDNEY 2010 

Tel. (02) 211 ·5555 

ITEM NUMBER U9 $226.00 

(WITH RECESSED PARACHUTE CONTAINER) 

DELUXE COCOON 
HARNESS 

SMALL 5'2" - 5'5" MEDIUM 5'6" - 5'9" LARGE 5 ' 10" - 6' 2 " 

DEPLOYMENT BAG, ITEM U13 $15.50 

BACK-UP CHUTE CANOPY, ITEM P5 $297.00 

PACK & ASSEHBLE 

BALLAST COMPARTMENT, ADD 

OUTSIDE COLOUR (CORDURA) 

$15.00 

$20.00 

INSIDE COLOUR (NYLON DUCK) ................•........... 

STRIPE (1) .................. (2) 

INSIDE 

COLOURS AVAILABLE 

NYLON DUCK 

RED 

YELLOW 

GREEN 

BLUE 

SKY BLUE 

WHITE 

SILVER 

BROWN 

BLACK 

TAN 

ORANGE 

CORDURA 

RED 

YELLOW 

LIME GREEN 

DARK GREEN 

ICE BLUE 

MID BLUE 

NAVY BLT::JE 

RUST 

SAND 

BROWN 

BLACK 

ORANGE 

NAME : ......... . ............................ DATE: .•..... . ... . .... ... ....... . . . .. . ••.. 

ADDRESS : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . CUSTOMER O/NO: . ... . ..... .. ..... . . .. .. . .. . 

DESPATCH By: • .......... . .. • ............•. 

PHONE: ... • ......•. . , .•........•..•...•.•• . . RECEIVED: . . $ . . ................ . ......... . 

RECEIPT NO.: ......••...••...•.•.•.... • ••. 
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NEWS .. NEWS ... 
NSW NOTES - SEPT 82 

Hullo, 'Days of Our Lives ' here again. This little 
monthly cycle measures out our palid lot, somewhat 
like sands through the hour glass (as someone 
famous probably once said) - and this scribbled 
r ecord of the month's doings has something in 
common with the larger-than-life happenings 
inside the phosphorescent tube too. 

The events for September read something like 
this; attempted mid air rape at Stanwell Park, 
helicopters and radio antennae launch concerted 
attack on Hill 60 flying site at Wollongong and 
NOTHING occurred last month to the ANO. 

Too rich for the blood? Then r ead on . ... . 

Crisis was narrowly averted at Port Kembla's 
premier ridge soaring site this month when it 
was found that hang gliders and helicopters 
won't automatically collide in the same way as 
the DOA believes hang gliders and aeroplans do 
if they are both allowed off the ground at once. 
No further details are available at this stage , 
though it is rumoured that top south coast 
negotiator , Kieran Tapsell , has had success in 
bringing the two factions together, using a 
radical new bargaining proceedure, dubbed 
scornfully as 'sanity' by its critics. More 
details next year. 

The shock horror mid air rape crisis at Stanwell 
Park the week before the week before last, was 
confirmed today to have been misreported. The 
fifteen thousand person death toll was subsequently 
amended to one sprained arm and some soil ed 
underclothing. Although attempted rape has now 
been ruled out as the motive for the attack , 
rumour and innuendo remain. A more detailed 
report will be released later in this issue. 

And now to one of the 
Thats right , the ANO. 
as having happened in 

World' s great non- events; 
Yes , nothing was reported 

connection with the ANn thi s 
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year. During last year, nothing also happened , 
while reliable sources intimate that next year 
there is a s trong possibility t hat something may 
happen . An, undisclosed source lasr month hinted 
that warrick Biggsworth may blow his nose'in '8 3 , 
but was hesi t ant to go a ny further for f ear of 
creating an 'air space rush'! 

Commenting on this matter , our Prime Minister, 
the extremely right honourable Mr Andrew Fraser , 
a legend in his own lunchtime, is on record as 
having said that " .... life wasn 't meant to be 
sensible !!" More reports as they come to hand 
(but don't hold up dinner or anything in 
expectation) . 

And now for sport; two hang gliders reportedly 
landed on a sports oval last week. This incident 
occurred prior to the commencement of the Picton 
versus Merrildra Rugby something or other final. 
No serious injuries were reported despite the 
bottle throwing and tear gas. 

We have a late message that has just come to hand; 
In a shock move on the lush North Coast of NSW, 
the Byron Bay Skysurfers have not survived a 
far reaching leadership coup . The new four man 
junta, Colin Rushton, Brian Rushton , Don Rushton 
and Neil Rushton (formerly the flying Rushtons) 
said today in their first press release since 
seizing power .... "Today Byron Bay, Tomorrow 
Bangalow!" (You may care to read EI Regional 
Directores letter elsewhere in this issue). 

In yet another shock move in Sydney last week, 
the Regional Safety Officers meeting and the 
Regional Certified Instructors get together went 
off without undue loss of life. Ian Jarperson, 
coochi king of the Surrey Hills Jarpeople, confirmed 
that life was not meant to be silly. S~fety Officers, 
he said , after these meetings, would definitely be 
less silly . 

Now for the weather ; I'm sorry but the weather 
has been implicated in the Azaria shock horror 
inquest and , as such , cannot be discussed outside 
the courtroom . To add to that , the copyboy swears 
he just saw Alan Wi lkie being carried of f across 
the newsroom floor by something looking very 
much like a Dingo (probably Katrina Lee) . 

Here 's my bus . See you next month. 

RAY 



BYRON BAY NEWS. 

Well finally some news from up the North Coast: 
At a recent meeting of the Byron Bay Skysurfers , 
the duly elected official positions were: 

President - Brian Rushton 
Secretary - Don Peterson - 216681 
Treasurer - Neil Mersham 

With the usual influx of holidaying pilots nearly 
upon us , some of the motions discussed and 
passed are: 

That all visiting pilots adhere to NSWHGA 
policy , ie , must be financial and rating 
cards will have to be produced before flying . 

That pilots intending to fly inland . have to 
be accompanied by at least one l ocal pilot -
due to near loss of two sites because of 
unthinking pilots . 

Well thats about all - All financial pilots very 
welcome to corne and fly our beautiful North coast 
sites , but please show respect for our sites and 
to Safety Officers. 

COLIN RUSHTON 

NOTICE TO 
OWNERS 

OF ULTRA LIGHT FLIGHT SYSTEf11S 

AND SKYTREK GLIDERS 
LUE TO A CHANGE IN PRODUCT LINE 

U.L.F.S. ARE NO LONGER l>lANUFACTURIN G 

GLIDERS AND HAVE CLOSED TH~IR KIRRAWEE 

FACTORY. 

THE SPARE PARTS AND SAIL REPAIR SERVICE 

WILL CONTINUE TO BE AVAILABLE FOR MOST 

MODELS. 

OWNERS OF THESE GLIDERS REQUIRING 

SPARE PARTS SHOULD CONTACT-
BRIAN FI~lr'lELL 

11 WOODFIELD AVE 

BUNDEENA N.S.W. 

2230 

PH. 5235918 
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The NSWHGA Hang 3 Competitjon 
STANWELL PARK 

NSWHGA intends running a Hang III competition 
to be held at Stanwell Park on the weekend 
October 23/24 , and with a backup weekend on 
October 30/3l. 

Rules and format will whenever possible , be t he 
same as is currently being used in the Stat e 
leagu e . 

Tasks will be - 3 on 1 Pylon Racing 
X-C to dec l ared goals 
Spot Landings 

The fol l owing restrictions will be strictl y 
adhered to: 

1. Competitors must be members of the HGFA 
2. Competitors to be H3 at time of competition 
~ . All kites to be airworthy 
4. Parachutes and Altimeters to be worn . 

Priority of places will be given to NSW and ACT 
pilots , although pilots from other states are 
welcome to apply . 

Please send applications to: 

The Competitions Officer 
NSWHGA 
PO Box 121 
SUTHERLAND NSW 2232 

No later than 20 October 1982; and supply your 
name, address , phone number (if existing) , 
HGFA No . and current Hang Rating . 

First, pilot briefing will take place at Bald Hill 
Stanwell Park , on Saturday 23 October at 8 . 00 ·am. 

See you all there . ... . . . 

STM~WELL REPORT 

NICK ELEINI 
COMPETITIONS OFFICER 

Some months ago we sol emnly announced a new logo 
competition for the Stanwell Park Club , the 
winning entry of which was to be announced at the 
September Meeting. The magnificent prize money 
was to be $50 . Well, the happy day arrived and we 
had not one entry , which may be a reflection on th~ 
material well being of our budding artists . Or , 
perhaps you did not notice this opportunity for 
instant weal th and fame. So , we have dec i ded to 
make the deadline the November meeting of the Cl ub. 
Post your entr ies to 19 Stanwel l Avenue , Stanwell 
Park . We woul d prefer the logo to incorporate 
somehow the historica l connection wi t h Hargrave , 
but don 't fee l obl iged to cover your ent ry wi th 
box kites. 



We still don't know whether or not the 1983 
Lawrence Hargrave International will form part of 
the planned Australia Games. There are quite a 
number of sports competing for inclusion, and 
since we are rather low in numbers and in loot, 
we must be ranked as outsiders. But if the 
Australia Games Foundation doesn't want us, the 
Wollongong Sesquicentenary Committee does. 1984 
is not only the year of Orwell's gloomy prophecy, 
but it is also the Gong's One Hundred and 
Fiftieth Birthday, and all sorts of fun things 
are planned by the Gong Burghers to celebrate it . 
They are very keen for the 1984 Competition to be 
part of the celebrations, and all we have to do is 
to convince them to part with sufficient money to 
make it possible. This is as usual the stumbling 
block . An enterprising advertising lady has 
organised a Champagne Breakfast to be held at Hill 
60 for some local business people, after which 
we are hoping that they will be sufficiently 
besotted by Champagne and advertising potential of 
gliders that they will immediately draw us 
enormous cheques. We will keep you informed~ 

And speaking of Hill 60 , there appears to be a 
bit of aggro arising between hang glider pilots 
and the Volunteer Coastal Patrol which has an 
installation on the hill. We hope to have some 
meetings with their leaders shortly to work out 
an arrangement that will suit everyone. In the 
meantime, please be nice to them even if an 
occasional jackboot appears amongst them. Above 
all, don't crash into their aerials. 

Wollongong Council have now come up with another 
set of plans for the improvement of Bald Hill. 
This will involve moving the logs back about 
10 metres on the point of the Hill to give us more 
set up room on the Southern face. There are a 
couple of minor problems to be sorted out, but on 
the whole, it should be quite an improvement. 
Recent discussions with the Council seem to 
indicate that they have at last grasped the fact 
that most visitors to Bald Hill go there to watch 
the gliders and that the interests of Hang Glider 
Hating Harpies and their Husbands are more than 
adequately catered for on the 2 out of 3 days 
in the year when the wind is not on. Now the 
Council seems quite anxious to give us what we 
want. Dammit, we should have asked for more~ 

Finally, the last round of the NSW Championships 
are to be held at Stanwell on the weekend of 6th 
and 7th November. On the Sunday evening , there 
will be a BBQ and presentation at my place. I'm 
told by the NSW Executive that it is BYO , but all 
are welcome. For those who might be interested 
in joining the Stanwell Club , our meetings are on 
the first Sunday of the month at either my place, 
Rod Stevens , Alan Daniels or Steve and Marsha's, 
by rotation. 

KIERAN TAPSELL 
SECRETARY 
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NEWCASTLE HANG GLIDINE CLUB 

Fellow Hang Gliding Enthusiasts , 

There has been much controve rsy regarding 
'Hang Glider Flight' in the Watagan Mts . in 
Newcastle . The trouble stems from aircraft 
pi l ots travelling en route to their destinations. 
We are currently ' negotiating for clearance to 
5 , 000 ' at this site and prospects look promising. 
The Newcastle Club passed a motion at its last 
meeting to discontinue flying at this site until 
the DOA can settle on a conclusion . 

A couple of ' Press Items' have been sensationally 
printed stating stupid things like (don't quote) 
HANG GLIDER PILOTS NEAR MISSED BY AIRCRAFT, when 
i ·n fact they were up to 5 - 10 kms away with no 
chance of collision. There has been no danger at 
all, regardless of what anyone has said. 

I have written to the DOA explaining the situation 
and am hoping to hear from them very shortly so 
that we can open the Watagans for hang gliding 
for our enjoyment. 

Meanwhile, what I am asking is that pilots refrain 
from flying there until this problem is resolved 
and hopefully we ' ll get clearance and respect 
from aircraft pilots and the DOA . 

Happy flying, 

PAUL BOUSLES 
SECRETARY 
NEWCASTLE HANG GLIDING 
CLUB 

SING LETON SITE 

Singleton Site - 5km north of Glennies Creek Dam 
near Breakneck Trig. Station. 3km ridge facing 
west - takes NW to SW , 0 to 30 mph. Take-off 2 , 000 ' 
AMSL. Rating: H3 for non X-Country , H4 for X-Country. 

Flight Restrictions 

The s ite and adjacent areas are within RESTRICTED 
AIRSPACE R592 Bravo , and is crossed by various 
Low Jet Routes . Before leaving Singleton, ring 
either RAAF Williamtown Duty Air Traffic Controller 
- 049-286222 (Mon - Fri 0600-2200 .hours, Sat 0700 -
0900 & 1900 - 21 30 hours, Sun 0700 - 0900 & 1630 -
2130 hours/or, Sydney Air Traffic Control Briefing 
Office - 02-6679621 . X-Country flying into adjacent 
R591C area is NOT possible due to the area being 
activated at very short notice (usually 1 hour) . 
Also , flying within Williamtown Control Area (25km 
radius or airstrip) is OUT . It is necessary that 
the Briefing Office gives positive c l earance within 
R592B on the flight day, before any hang gliding is 
carried out. The operations of the light aircraft 
corridor up the DungaY-Gloucester Valley should be 
noted. 
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Access 

The only access i s by 4WD via a locked gate ~ way 
up the spur , below the hill . Pilots must contact 
Denis Cummings before going to the site. Phone 
065-724747 - address , 11 Renshaw Ave, Singleton. 
Access is restricted to the bottom landing area , 
the track and the take-off/top landing area . Do 
not trespass - Do not litter. 

Precautions 

Stock and property owners adjacent the site , and in 
the Mirranie area (Over the back) insist that we 
do not unnecessarily disturb horses and cattle. 
Keep CB's low or off when low or near catt l e. Land 
close to roads and well away from cattle and horses . 
Do not trespass when you can ask premiss ion to trave l 
through properties. Be polite to the landowners. 
If you want to use someone ' s phone - ASK (Don't 
demand) and pay for the phone call. The track will 
not be opened if the ground is wet and damage could 
be done to the track. 

Pick-Up Control 

Where possible, an answering service wi ll be avai lable 
on 065-724747 . Also, the Beattey's Hotel at East 
Gresford - 049-389451 may take messages, but will 
not ring any thru . 

When You Land 

Ring the answering service number. 
Give: Name 

Kite Location 
Your present/future location 
Phone number if possib l e, to be contact ed 
on . 

When Picked Up 

Ring the answering service number. Give names 
of all pilots with you and advise that they 
have been picked up. Give names of any pilots 
who you are going to find and pick-up. Give 
any details of your intended movements. (If 
going thru or near East Gresford , check at the 
Beattey ' s Hotel). 

Until Further Notice 

The si te will be open only on weekends . Until we can 
convince local farmers that we are not disturbing 
their s t ock , this is one of the conditions imposed 
by the Managers of the area - the NSW Soi l Conservation 
Service . 

Concessions to ANO 95.8 

Although some submissions are believed to have been 
made for height concessions to ~O,OOO ', NO CONCESSIONS 
HAVE BEEN GRANTED and pilots are r eminded that ANO 
95.8 is still operative until the proposed changes 
are introduced. (By summer? which summer?) . 
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT, 

It is that time of year again . Spring. When 
a young man's fancy turns to thoughts of VHGA 
Committee changeovers. And change d over we have . 
Some of us have stayed on; but the re's a whole 
sway of new blood this year . 

This year's committe e is an all-swinging, all
dancing, all-flying affair. From top down to 
bottom, we have representatives from every active 
group. Beginners, ridge devotees, intermediates 
and experienced thermal pilots are all represented. 
We would like to recognisw that the VHGA is not 
just for the Hang 4s and try to ensure that our 
r2sources are equally deployed to assist all. 

Over the next year, we hope to continue the 
program of site improvement, begun in the last. 
Demarcation of power lines on-site; construction 
of erosion-limiting ramps on endangered coastal 
sites and the approved clearing and development 
of new inland sites are all high-priority projects. 

We will hold more seminars on soaring tips, 
equipment, etc .... if there is sufficient demand. 
A program to assist pilots wanting to go 
thermaling for the first few times is in place. 
An instructor certification clinic held recently 
will ensure that we have enough certified 
instructors available to rate our Hang I s unde r 
the ne w system. 

We h ave a large numbe r of vo lun t a ry " co- opt ed" 
committee peop l e t h is year . I would l i ke t o t ake 
t he opportunity her e , in print , t o t hank them for 
t a king an i n t erest . These are t h e office 
beare r s of futur e year s , but already they have done 
a l ot of useful work on your beha l f . 

By the time th i s hits p r int, it wil l b e the middle 
of the spring soar ing season . But it i s probably 
worth pointi ng out that a resol u t ion of the 
Committee made some months ago dea l s out a harsh 
penal ty for flights into controlled airspace . 
Specifical ly this will apply mostly to flights 
f r om War rigul Rocks , We r ribee Gor ge and the 
Ballarat a r e a. We h ave a l ready ha d several 
ins tances o f g liders r epor ted b y lig h t aircraft. 
The VHGA will not hesitate to name offe nde r s t o 
Transpo r t Austral i a if r equested. I f you f l y i n to 
Controll e d Airspace , y ou no t only ri s k collis ion, 
but d e rating and a DOT fine o r worse. 

Sorry for the heavy bit. Le t me introduce your 
office bearers for this year. 
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VHGA COMMITTEE PROFILES 

PRESIDENT Me, John Reynoldson. I fly a SWIFT, 
am rated HS but have yet to fly 100 
miles. Maybe this year? 

SECRETARY Gavin Hill, a H4 flies a SWIFT. Once 
the darling of the ridge set, 01' 
Birdbones has become a good thermal 
scratche r. This summer he is Going for It. 

TREASURER Paul Denye r flies a VK3. He spends 
mos t of his time looking for a Safety 
Officer to witness his gradual stall 
for his H2. 

SAFETY 
DIRECTOR 

PUBLICITY 
OFFICERS 

STATE 
TRAINING 
OFFICER 

STATE HGFA 
CO-ORD . 

VHGA 
EDITOR 

COMPo 
DIRECTOR 

See yer up~ 

Rodd Cowdell , the only Pulsar owned in 
Victoria, has a H4 rating. Still 
waiting for the instruction book. 

Steve Ruffels , Swift flying HS pilot 
~s the organizer of the Mt Buffalo 
x-C . His partner, Col Barry who holds 
a record for longest delivery time on 
his missile, is victoria's only HS 
Irishman. We won't let any more in. 

Rod Steele, hardworking owner of 
SSHG is sometimes seen abroad in his 
Orion . Currently engaged in upgrading 
from H3 to H4. 

Dave Harding, H4 pilot and Bandit 
owner , is good at dislodging batteries 
from varios during take-off. Now a 
boat owner, we hope he avoids sink 
without them. 

Rosemary Withers flies a Subaru, but 
is unrated. Her main activity is 
listening to loose talk. 

Rob Danaher part-time Mitchell-Wing 
constructor, new father and ex- Swift 
pilot, soon to be a Missile owner 
has a H4 rating. 

J OHN 

THE VIC EDITOR SPEAKS"",' 
Well the fl y ing has really started to 
pick up with the improved weather 
conditions-- six fl yers at Flinders on 
a Tuesday !! 

Special t h a nks should go to Ian O'Neill 
for his time and efforts in developing 
the Mt Cole a re a and also t o Steve 
Ruffles for his work towar ds the Mt 
Dandenong site. 

Also, would any new members who have 
not received their Site Book please 
contact the V.H.G.A 

REGARDS ROSEt-'iARY 

~S. Unfortunately, lack of space - in this 
~ssue does not permit inclusion of the 
Southern Snippets and Rumours column. 
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FARMERS AND DOGS DON'T MIX! 

Please take note that the farmer at 
Thistle Hill takes exception to DOGS 
ON HIS PROPERTY. So please leave your 
dogs either at home or in the car at 
the bottom. WE DON'T WANT TO LOSE 
ANOTHER SI'i'E! 

NEW VOCA-PHONE NUMBER 

No longer will you hear the dulcit 
tones of John Reynoldson on the VEGA 
Voca- Phone. 

Effective immediately, the phone is 
now with Steve Ruffles on 728 2778. 

So if you want to know the latest 
"weather goop", and "when and where" 
to fly, phone the ... "VHGA-VOCA-PHONE~ 

THE LATEST ON MT, DANDENONG", III I 

GREAT NEHS!!! .... You may have heard 
that we have now obtained permission 
to fly Mt Dandenong!!! .... It's true! ... 
BUT ..... it is NOT YET OPEN FOR ''GENERAL'' 
FLYING! ! ! 

It has taken a lot of hard work over 
the past several years to get this far. 

At this stage we have only got approval 
for strictly limited flying over a trial 
period of six months, with a list of 
conditions as long as your arm that we 
must comply with. 

If we don't adhere to these conditions, 
we've blown-it, and we will probably 
lose the site for another five or ten 
year s, if not for ever. 

So, "RESTRAINT" is the key word. 

A "Mt Dandenong H/G Committee" is being 
formed to be directly responsible for, 
and "Police" the site. 

So if you are interested in helping 
and/or flying the site, contact either 
Steve Ruffles (PH728 2778 AH) or Greg 
Withers (PH8763981 AH or 20 1024 BH) 
to "register" yourself to fly the site 
during the trial period. 

It is imperitive that YOti DO NOT FLY. 
without prior approval from the commlttee, 
and that you are aware of all the rules 
and regulations governing this site. 
And remember, if you ever go up to the 
to the the take-off, even just for a 
look, "DO NOT PARK IN THE BURKE'S 
LOOKOUT CARPARK'; under any circumstances, 
or encourage tourists to the take-off 
area . 

The Mt Dandenong H/G committee. 
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VIC HANG GLIDING COMPETITIONS - THE 
FRIENDLY GAMES 

By now all VHGA members rated H3 or above should 
have received an invitati on to the Vic Hang 
Gliding Competition s. If not, l et me know. The 
competitions will have a X- C flavour with an 
emphasis on friendly competition . Oversize egos 
will be disqualified . So if you want to get into 
some good inland flying and have a parachute and 
altimeter, there will be no better way. 

The competitions will be divided into two events . 
First will be a decentralized competition which is 
basically a X-C league of limited duration. All 
you do is send in details of best flights and the 
pilot with the best five flights wins. Competitors 
in the centralized competition will be automatically 
entered in this event and flight s can count towards 
both competitions. Cost is $5 if you only enter 
this event (nothing if you enter the centralized 
competition). This event will be held over 
November and December. 

During November, the second event, the centralized 
competition will be run on alternate week-ends 
starting on Cup week-end . The following weekends 
will be used as a back-up if necessary . Two round s 
will be held each day; a short duration or pylon 
task of one-on-one format in the morning, and a 
full-on cross country task in the afternoon 
(weather permitting). Long X-C flights will carry 
more weight in the scoring . Besides attempting t o 
get a ' champion ' (which I regard as secondary), the 
aim of the competition will be to get rid of some of 
the hassle inherent in X-C flying. This means 
drivers will receive recognition (and possibly 
money) and fliers will be urged to pay for their 
lifts. (10¢ per km flown seems fair). Hopefully 
these measures will attract drivers who have been 
abused in the past. 

So there you have it. Two competitions with an 
emphasis on enjoyment. If you want to thermal, 
why not do it in our competitions . If you want to 
clock up a few miles, I can ' t think of a better way. 

Briefly, details are: 

Decentralized Competition 

Location - Anywhere in Vic . (you don't have to 
land in Vic) . 

Date - November and December 

Cost - Nothing if you enter the decentralized 
comp , $5 otherwise. 

Centralized Competition 

Location - Mt Cole (Ben Nevis) area. 

Dates - October 30 , 31 , November 1 , 2 (Nov 6 , 7 
as back-up) 
November 13 ,14 (NOV 20,21 as back- up) 
November 27 ,28 (Dec 4,5 as back- up) 

Cost - $15 if you pay before October 23 , $20 
after that. 



A REPORT ON MT OBERON 

Mt Ob e r on i s situated in Wi l son ' s Promi t a r y 
Na t iona l Par k . It is one of the h i g hest peaks 
in t he Park. Mt Ober on is a 2000 ' rocky mounta i n 
tower ing above Tida l River. 

Take- o f f area is fairly t i ght (but OK) . There i s 
only room f o r 1 g l ider to s e t - up and take- of f . 
Landi ng a r ea is at Tidal River on the beach. The 
beach is f l at with a lengt h of 1 mi l e long and 2-3 
hu ndred yar ds wide at low tide. 

To ge t up t o Mt Oberon , ther e is a b i tumen r oad 
to t he car park and f r om there on , i t is a 3km 
wal k t o t he t a k e - o ff (by foot) . 

Ther e is a na r row dirt r oad to the top of the 
mountain f o r Te l ecom , but nobody is a llowed t o 
drive up , e x cept Te l ecom o r the Par k Ranger s . 

For the pas t 6 mo nths , Gavin Hi ll o ur VHGA 
Secr e t ary and myse lf have been try i ng ver y hard 
to ge t p e rmi ssion from Nat iona l Park s t o fl y o ff 
Mt Ob e r on. 

We ll, we were gra nte d a weeke nd in Augus t 21/22 
f o r a trial week e nd wi t h conditions the s ame a s 
Buffalo Hang 4. 

We ll, the week e nd c ame and a small g roup of 
fli e r s turned up t o fly , l ed by Ga v i n Hill, 
St e ve n Ruffles , John Murby , Don Rottman, Pe t e r 
Ba tche l o r, Ulri c Kosme r, Paul Tanne r a nd my sel f . 

Sunday 22nd dawned a b e autiful c l ear mo rning wi t h 
a wind f o r ecast of WSW, 10 kno t s . As we l e ft my 
home in Churchill e arly that morning for the 
100km drive down t o Mt Ob e r on, we me t at Tidal 
River, Mr Thomas the Head Range r wh o wa s t o make 
a r eport on the day ' s fly ing , t o t h e Na t i onal 
Pa rks He ad Ran ger in Me lbourne . But b e f o r e a nyone 
could s et-up, the mountain was l os t i n t hick f og 
which stayed all day . 

I thi nk t he Range r f e l t sorry f o r u s , so he sai d 
to l oad the glide r s onto h i s 4WD, which saved u s 
a 3km wa l k b ack down hill to t h e c ar park - A 
dis appointing day . 

Mt Ob e r o n, you have not b e ate n u s ye t! 

TERRY RHODES 
VHGA 33500 

FLYIl~G ARTHURS SEAT OR 

HOW I WON THE TOILET SEAT .... 

Well the day started innocently enough, 
I was off to Mt Martha or Port sea . l~hen 
I got there - zero wind, zilch ! 
I was w~h Darryl Black and Lauder Witt, 
so we go to that place we have all looked 
at, one or two have flown, butnot us -
when you get there you can see the sea 
a - w - a -y over there, plus a bomb 
out which aint nice but is close. 

/~ 
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After a while Brian and June roll up 
and eventually I decide to give it a go, 
nice take off, no lift to talk of and I 
head out cruising fine with a drift 
going to the left (south). 

I look below, there's that landing area, 
it doesn't look nice! (in retrospect I 
should have gone for that one.) 

I check the line of sight glide angle 
to the beach and thought I could just 
make it. (I should have allowed extra ) 
On I go, and after a few tense moments 
power lines, highway, houses, etc, I 
plop on top of a nice big gentle tree, 
about 60ft high. I n early made the 
landing area, it was only 150ft away. 

Darryl and Coy. had a fast and hairy 
ride, down the mountain. I climbed up 
into the A-frame and an hour and a half 
later I lowered my Maxi (with help) 
gen~ly to .the ground. 

I RECOMMEND ARTHURS SEAT TO NO-ONE!!!! 

PAUL TANNER 

SW ITZERLAND RANGES FLI GHT •.••••• .• 

It's Saturday - the clouds are moving 
but on the ground ,I feel nothing, with 
encouragement Carol and I go to Thistle 
Hill. It's fresh at the top ( the wind 
has picked up and I nervously checked 
the trees on the way up to Yea.)This 
looks fresh 17-1Bmph , quite strong for 
inland, and also looks a little from the 
left. Eagles say so too, but they have 
no trouble playing around(outspread 
wings etc, etc.) 
Air is smooth so off I go. After I made 
900ft above I sight around for a thermal 
but nothing much happens, it's bumpy and 
thermally but I can't get above 1300ft. 
Off I go to the next hill, sweaty but 
not hard. These hills are cut back and 
don't give the lift they appear to offer 
from afar. I find a shoulder and ride 
it up with an eagle for company, here 
I find some better thermals, but they 
also disappear at 1300ft. 
There is another hole and then a nice 
piece of ridge, I get there and decide 
against Mt Concorde. I was a bit low 
and if I was rotored or bombed out it 
would be a tight landing. 
So I head for Molesworth, landing in 
a big paddock( with power lines on the 
far side! ). A friendly farmer takes 
me to Yea pub ( my phone-in point ) 
where I surprised Carol by beating her 
there. 

PAUL TANNER 



place beneath 
friendly x-c 

the skies 

HANG GLIDERS' 100 MILE PRIZE 

The first official entrant in the 1983 cross country 
championships at Mt Buffalo, to fly 100 miles will 
receive a cheque for $100.00 from VALLEY HOMESTEAD. 
(Ratification, HGFA) 

VALLEY HOMESTEAD is a completely new and alternative accommodation centre in the 
' Ovens Valley, within view of Mt Buffalo's rugged north face. 

Built by owner builders and now managers, Ian & Chris and John & Ann, Valley 
Homestead is made of 25,000 mud bricks, 10" thick walls 'with poles and exposed 
beams, straw ceilings, wide verandahs and covered walkways. With wall to wall 
berher carpet, hand made pine furniture and all rooms with ensuites, comfort 
has not been forgotten. Sleeping facilities range form singles through to multi 
share cost saving. 

VALLEY HOMESTEAD is situated between ri,yrtleford and Porpunkah on 26 bush acres 
and has amp l e space within secure boundariEs for the assembly and dismantling 
of gliders. On site children's activities are also available. Safe swimming 
is to be had in the Ovens river some 25 0 metres from Valley Homestead. 

VALLEY HOMESTEAD is fully licenced to serve house guests and thier visitors 
24 hours a day in our large dining room and seperate TV room, all fully carpeted. 
We have a large outdoor courtyard also with the licenced area, where you can 
enjoy a drink and a late meal during the summer evenings in the company of your 
visitors. Our meals can be tailored to your flying hours and can be as casual 
as you deserve after hanging in there, up there at cloud base. 

***Check us out, come and stay some time through the summer flying season. 
Bed & Breakfast, from $15.00 per head. 
Children under 12 years $8.00. 
Saturday night Bistro & Adult Disco $11.00 
RESERVATIONS ARE NECESSARY FOR ACCOMMODATION & BISTRO. 

***1983 CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION OFFER 
for Hang Glider pilots and their families and friends. 10% discount on 
accommodation for periods of 5 days or more. 
PLUS ......... ' A SENSE OF CHALLENGE' 
A magnum of champagne each for the first three house guests to fly from 
Mt Buffalo and land in the front 2~ acres of VALLEY HOMESTEAD. 

Note also that the HGFA is giving consideration to transport arrangements to 
and from VALLEY HOMESTEAD and Mt Buffalo, via Porepunkah. 

VALLEY HOMESTEAD 
Ovens Highway 
postal, Ovens P.O. 
OVENS 3738 
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Your hosts: 
Ian &Chris McCracken 
John & Ann Reynold-Smith. 
PH 057 522187. 



ACT 
Hang gliding 

Association 

GOSSIP 
* Tim Travers has recently moved to Canberra and 
has been really blitzing the locals with some 
skilful flying (GOOD ONE TIM~). 

* Ian Jarman and Larry Jones visited Pig Hill 
last month on their way back to Sydney from 
Victoria. After Larry managed to scratch back 
up from 50' above landing, they both decided 
to go x-C. Unfortunately they had to walk 
about 2Skms home to retrieve their vehicle. 
After 12 pm take-off, they didn't manage to 
pick up their vehicle until 1 am next morning~ 
I don't think they were terribly impressed 
with the walking and waiting for a lift back 
up the top. 

* The ACTHGA's executive has decided to purchase 
an SP Maxi for mor e advanced training. This 
is very much needed as our present Skydart 
is only useful for low level flight. 

* Recently I had the please of flying with Phi l 
Matherson at Long Reef in Sydney. He was 
testing the new 'Mars Bar' which appears to be 
an unreal buy. 

* Thanks for all those who wrote articles for 
this month's issue. Look out next month for 
a great article (WE HOPE) by Mark Young on 
'sand dune and low level flying'. 

BRETT FREEBODY 
SECRETARY/TREASURER 
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Tim Webb 
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WILLIAMSDALE SOARING BRETT FREEBODY 

Last month a great Saturday was had at Williamsdale. 
There was light thermal conditions all day, but 
after three trips back to the top, most decided 
to call it a day. However Tim Webb , Mark Jolly 
and myself decided to return to the top for a 
late afternoon sled ride. We were pleasantly 
surprised to find a lSmph WSW blowing straight 
on. Everyone set up in about five minutes and all 
fli ers were in the air by 4 pm. Conditions were 
r elatively smooth and this gave Mark his first 
opportunity to attempt flying prone (Good One 
Mark~). 

About twenty minutes had gone by when two light 
aircraft flew low pas us, probably to check out 
if we had infringed our height limitation. 
However we were well within our airspace and showing 
very responsible attitudes. 

A short while after that episode, two wedgie's 
joined us to enjoy some easy soaring and to check 
us out. When they realized we meant them no harm, 
they just relaxed and cruised around just off our 
wing tips. 

Over an hour had gone past and the effects of the 
cold Canberra weather were beginning to set in , so 
after a few steep 3600s and wingovers, we were on 
the deck. And on the deck was right, as the last 
15' presented the trio with quite a noticable 
wind gradient. This i s probably why we all missed 
the spot landing by a few yards. 

All in all it was a great day and Mark Jolly seemed 
so impressed, that he wrote the following poem. 

TI:E MAGIC AIR AND THE EVIL HARNESS 

The hill above the dale of Williamsdale 
Is to be the subject of this tale. 
"Thi s hill is good for sled rides" they said, 
"Or summer thermals, so why not stay in bed". 

Jeff , Barry, Leigh and me caMe out, 
To have a gentle smooth and early fly about. 
Mark and Ross joined us for sled-ride number two, 
We had some gentle puffs , but no sign of a 

powerful cu. 

Tim's first flight perked up at 20 ', alas it 
didn't last, 

For to thermal land in paddocks is tricky, 
especially in the hottest blast. 

Three sled-rides had dampened our desire for more , 
And only three of us went up for sled-ride No . four. 

This time the hill gave us its very best . 
Smooth and cool , fifteen knots due west . 
The take-off flattened with the ground. 
The horizon rose up all around . 



We soared it south, we soared it north, we soared 
it in between. 

The resident wedgie came along to see these pilots 
keen. 

Frist I flew above Time, then I flew below. 
With a massive cubic mile of lift, the morning 

seemed a year ago. 

Gently, e ver so gently, I eased forward into prone , 
Looked down at humps with shaddowed backs around 

the landing zone. 
I flexed my toes around the stirrup, pulled in 

slightly on the bar , 
Stretched my back full out, then looked back 

towards the car. 

Tha t's when my harness took revenge, and with all 
its might 

It tried to add some pain to the pleasure of this 
flight. 

My back banana'd, my shoulders pulled too high, 
And when my legs got cramped, I knew prone comfort 

was a tie. 

So, I dropped back in to hang, and quite in vain, 
I tried to wriggle round to try to ease the pain. 
with my leg straps caught against my belt, 
It was like being cut in half, I felt. 

Determined not to waste this magic lifting air 
I alternated prone and hang for forty minutes there. 
Eventually I crept forwards down towards the farm 
And when I landed, I wanted truly to dO my harness 

harm. 

I scanned the ridge for two little dots, searching 
all around, 

Only twenty minutes later, did they deign to reach 
the ground. 

"Oh man, that was magic", said Brett , 
"Yes, it was rather nice" said Tim. 
"It was an interesting experience", said I , so the 

night closed in. 

SAILPLANE JOY FLIGHTS 
TIM WEBB ~GFA Rep.) 

I'd always wanted to have a fly in a sailplane and 
last weekend Brett, Kate and I headed off to Forbes 
in Central NSW to see what it was like. Within an 
hour of arriving at the field/paddock, we had Kate 
in the front of the Gliding Club's Blauek and after 
a briefing, on what to expect, she was off for her 
first flight, supposedly before it got too rough. 
Well it seemed as if everything was going up pretty 
quickly, with plenty of zero sink thrown in for 
good luck. After 20 minutes I think Kate had had 
enough so down they came. She said it was good 
and spoke of a funny feeling , not really nauseous, 
just funny, and then didn't say much. 

Jeff Cotter taking off at Williamsdale. Photo; Brett Freebody 
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Then it was my turn. Mark, the pilot, told the 
Chief Instructor that he'd give Brett and I an 
hour long flight each. If only thermaling in a 
hang glider could be that predictable. There was 
a strong cross-wind gust just as we took off which 
had a big effect on the tow plane, throwing it 
off course, but it didn't seem to effect us too 
much. We released at 2000' AGL and immediately 
found a thermal and another glider high above. After 
about 8 or 9 fairly tight 3600s, we were only about 
200' below our companion at a cool 5000' -AGL. I 
ended up being up for over an hour, climbing and 
loosing it several times. This included my feeble 
attempts at flight. 

Pitch response was so fast and it seems you have 
to use ailerons and rudder to turn the thing. The 
idea was to keep a little piece of wood, taped to 
the outside of the canopy, blowing straight back. 
It would take a while to get the hang of it and I 
lost heaps of height while sideslipping. 

The highlights of my flight were: flying in close 
quarters with the other glider, in the same 
thermal. It was a "Hornet", they call them 
"Glass Ships", made of special fibreglass, very 
sleek with a "T" tail and looked unreal. Back 
over the strip we did a couple of controlled 
spins. They were incredible, we lost a thousand 
feet in each, according to Mark. Frankly, I was 
looking at the ground, straight ahead at the 
ground, not the altimeter. You also pull quite a 
few "G's" during the 80 knot pullout. The odd 
thing is that during the actual spin, the airspeed 
oscillates between 35 and 40 knots, again according 
to Mark. Sprial dives seem to be the only thing 
that worries them. They say you have 4 seconds 
to pullout. The glider accelerates so fast that 
you "grey-out", then, "black-out", then rip the 
wings off during the "pull-out". 
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Brett's two flights were pretty eventful. They 
bombed out after only 10 minutes on the first. 
This never happens according to Mark, although there 
was some nasty high cloud blocking out the sun. 
The second was much better except for when the pilot 
of the tow plan, or the "tug" as they call it, tried 
to tow them around inside a thermal, which was 
fairly sus, as the tow rope went slack a few times. 
They released at 1300' and climbed under their own 
steam. Mark later did some spins and porpoising 
manoeuvres, they had a funny effect on Brett, 
escpecially when Mark put the glider into a spin 
without warning him first. It was just as well 
Mark didn't take any of Brett's threats seriously. 

In all, it was really good fun and fair value too, 
at $8.00 for the tow, plus 20¢ a minute after that. 
I didn't get hooked though, thats not saying I'm not 
going to snivel out to Forbes again, but if I save-
20¢ a minute every time I fly a hang glider, I'll 
soon have enough to buy a new one or even part of a 
new-one. 

By the way, Mark reckons that if you get crook, 
he can get it down from a couple of thousand feet 
in a couple of minutes, but I doubt if that would 
really help your condition. 

They were interested in how gliding and hang gliding 
compared. I think that the only similarity was out 
motors, ie. gravity. Otherwise there is no wind 
in your face, different noise, not as comfortable, 
more instruments (with a couple of exceptions), 
too reliable ("I'm just going up for an hour"), too 
fast (but what a glide angle). Thermaling, well you 
do some pretty wide turns at 50 knots, although we 
could probably learn something. One thing I will 
say for gliders or sailplanes, at least they're 
allowed to fly -to 5000' ASL. 



HIGH FLIGHT 
NEV BESANT 

many learners i n Hang Gliding, that fir st 
altitude flight' can seem like an eternity 

; but , believe me, the wait is well worth it. 

ving reached the end of our ' eternal waiting 
period', Doug ('Fraser) and myself made that 
dreamed of Saturday pilgrimage to the ACT 'mecca' 

f hang gliding - Williamsdale. 

The weather looks lousy and 
sappointment starts to set it. Saturday 5.30am, 
s olute calm, rain clouds not visible in the 

darkness!, must be good, hopes soar (pun) and 
we rattle off in Doug's Volkswagon. 

First impressions of Williamsdale are a little 
disappointing as the height looks deceptive. 
However, winding up that dirt track to the top , I 
start to appreciate the altitude as the landing 
zone begins to look more like something out of 
an aerial photograph ! Feelings similar to those 
old parachuting 'Jump Run Blues' slowly start 
to return. 

Williamsdale - NW take-off, 7.30am. Still wind. 
Jeff Cott e r assures us of a glassy smooth flight. 
Doug and I set up the Skydart, funny ... . we never 
used to make this many mistakes! A thorough 
pre-flight check and a final reas s uring check by 
Jeff . 
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Standing at take-off, with harness snug, and kite 
on shoulders, my mind drifts to one of Pagen's 
books, r e calling a closing comment, "the sky 
awaits your presence ... ". Jeff's voice penetrates 
my thoughts , refocus . .... right he's saying every-
thing l ook s good (must be wondering what I'm 
waiting for). Last think, flight plan, committment, 
legs start ...... airborne! 

A few seconds to clear take-off and RELAX , thoughts 
and feelings indescribable as I look down, around 
and up at the kite. Another look straight down, 
INCREDIBLE! ..... those trees so far below. Another 
look around, the view looks great. The wind noise 
s tarts to sound a little loud, remember Jeff's 
advice, ease the bar out slightly ..... ,noise drops 
off and glide improves. Start into a shallow turn, 
straighten up, again the other way. Great! Look 
for the landing zone, and head that way, a horse in 
the paddock below stares up at me, as I wonder what 
it's thinking. 

The landing zone gets closer, and I realise I've 
still got too much height (never had that 
problem before), oh wel l, a few successive turns, 
zigzagging towards a nice looking paddock to lose 
height, ...... great fun. Final approach, everything 
looks good , concept of height not too clear, coming 
in a little fast maybe, flare, .. ... nice easy 
landing (advantages of owning a Skydart). A 
few minute s for my thoughts to rejoin me on 
terra firma, and a hasty pack up ..... to do it 
again! 

,-i~/ : 
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at Wiiliarnsdale. 
Photo; Brett Freebody . 



A FLYING FAI RY TALE 

Once upon a time, on the high cliffs overlooking 
the plains , there lived a large group of eagles 
who wou ld soar the r ising air, enjoying themselves 
immense l y. Eve r y so often they would take time 
off to teach the you nger eagl es the subtle art of 
f l ying , for eagles , just likp. man , have to learn 
to fly. 

But one day , a smal l group of ungainly looking 
birds occupied a section of the cliffs nearby. 
They would strut and prance about, making much 
noise and fi lling the air with meaningless cries 
of "GOBBLE GOBBLE GOBBLE !! ! " Well, it wasn't too 
long before the eagl es were able to see that these 
new birds were not too bright. Their leader, an 
old bird called Ol d King Adolf, although an 
experienced f l ier , h ad obviously never real ly 
mastered take- off technique. He would puff 
loudly and waddle slowly off the edge of the 
cliff , dangerously c l ose to a stall. Some of the 
eagl es voiced concern over his numerous crashes 
and near misses and worried that, sooner or later , 
the inevitable would happen, but Old King Adolf 
woul d simply strut away , refusing to listen. One 
day , he even forgot to insert some of his wing 
feathers before take- off. 

For the eagles were fairly wise birds . They knew 
there was a limit to the conditions, even for an 
eagle . Some days , as the wind howled up to 50 
knots or more , the eagl es would stay home. But 
Old King Adolf and his mates would laugh 
scornfully and launch into the gale, crashing 
happily and flipping upside down as they tried to 
top land in the cliff-side rotor , often breaking 
wings or beaks. One bird with odd spikey looking 
feet even demonstrated his newly invented 
retractable upwind/downwind turn detector by 
taking off forgetting to turn, and flying downwind 
into a large tree, not far from take- off. 

But the biggest problem for the eagles turned out 
to be the younger birds learning to fly. Old King 
Adolf loved to teach , because it gave him an 
opportunity to feel 10 ' tall before the awe-
struck beginners. Unfortunately (for the beginners) 
Old King Adolf believed in the LOWD method of 
instruction (Lear n On the Way Down) . 

"Don't go to that other crowd", Old King Adolf 
would say, "Keep away from the OCTHGA ! " (Overly 
Cautious Trainers and Hill Graduates Assoc . ) . 
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"Whats wrong with them", the learners would ask . 

" They ' re too safe !" Old King Adol f wou ld reply . 
" They on l y train on teeny- weeny l ittl e slopes and 
l ight wind . They even try to teach fl iers to 
off in no wind ! Don ' t worry .about any of that 
rubbish. To learn to fly , you ' ve got to CRASH, 
CRASH , I say! GO FOR IT ! I learnt that way and 
look at me ! Why , I flew to 9 million feet just 
the other day!! " 

At this point, the beginners would whistle 
admiringly , not noticing the strange glazed 
expression on Old King Adolf ' s face and the hi~t 
of foam on his beak. And so , on the very next 
day they woul d accompany Old King Adolf to the 
training cliff . 

There , Old King Adolph would hold them over the 
edge into the light 50 knot breeze, telling them 
which way to move their wings, which way to turn, 
where to find the best lift , how to top land , how 
to crash , how to detect the presence of waves, 
clouds changing level and turning inside out , how 
to fly over the back in strong ridge lift and 
avoid rotors by simply denying their existence , 
how to stall , how to loop and land in trees head 
first. After 30 seconds of this careful , detaile d 
instruction , Old King Adolf would yell "Run Hard!" 
and let the students drop over the edge. 

By the end of the day, the beginners would have 
neatly divided themselves into 3 groups: those 
in the casualty ward, those who had been put off 
flying for life and the odd one or two who were 
even crazier than Old King Adolf, 3nd had managed 
to survive long enough to actually learn to fly 
(sort of) . 

Here comes the punch line to this little fair 
tale, if you haven't already guessed it . To 
everyone learning to fly , you ' ll never soar with 
the eagles if you learn to fly with turkeys. 
Choose your instructor with the same care as you 
would choose your glider - your life may depend 
on it . 

HANS CHRISTIAN RANDY SON 

Ir ... 
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news ooooo 
Hullo, 

Here's some site ratings for sites which previously 
didn't have a rating. 

Lochiel - H2 
Mt Terrible to Myponga Coast Run - H3 
Billy the Mountain - H3 
South Mastins (Nudists' End) - H4 
Wombat Ridge (Point Pass) - H3 

If any of you read the accident survey in August 
Skyfailor, it would seem that SA has a rather bad 
record with 50% of all accidents occuring here . I 
would suggest that there are other factors 
involved however. It appears that we are the only 
State that sends all our accident reports to DOA. 

Thats about all for now. Make sure you don't have 
any accidents until I get back from the East Coast 
in late October. Some of you might care to put 
pen to paper and write articles for Skysailor as 
the SA section looks a bit thin some months. 

Bye Bye, 

ROSS WILKINSON 
HGFA CO-ORDINATOR 

Here we have a NOTAM.pertaining to two 
new danger areas involving hang gliding 
sites in South Australia. 
They are published here with the warning 
that pilots may expect military aircraft 
flying below 500 feet A.S.L. 

Bill Temby. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF MILITARY FLYING TRAINING AREAS 
AA/D246 - 'INVESTIGATOR GROUP, AA/D279 SPENCER C:;ULF 
AA/D281 - SOUTHERN OCEAN AND AA/D284 - KANGAROO IS. 

With effect 29091430 four new Danger Areas, AA/D246, 
AA/D279, AA/D281 and AA/D284 are established in the 
SPENCER GULF area to accommodate military flying 
training activities. 
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2. These new areas are designed to provide 
suitable training areas for Orion or other 
maritime aircraft. 

3. The lateral and vertical limits of these n ew 
areas are described below and depicted over 
l eaf. 

DETAILS OF AMENDMENTS 

AA/D246 - INVESTIGATOR GROUP - MILITARY FLYING 
TRAINING 

Lateral Limits 

Straight lines ]01n1ng 33000'5 1340 00's 
330 00 's 1340 12'06"E thence east along the 
coast to 34046'54"S 1350 30'E, 35000'S 
1350 00'E, 350 00'S 1350 00'E, 340 00's 134000'E 
330 00'S 134000'E. 

Vertical Limits : o -4000 
Hours of Activity: H24 
Administering Authority: Dept. of Defence (Air 

Force Office) 

AA/D279 - SPENCER GULF - MILITARY FLYING TRAINING 

AA/D281 - SOUTHERN OCEAN - MILITARY FLYING TRAINING 

AA/D284- KANGAROO ISLAND - MILITARY FLYING TRAINING 

Lateral Limits 

Straight lines J01n1ng 360 00'S 1360 30'E, 360 00'S 
1360 40'06"E thence east along the coast to 
360 03 '24" S 1370 30'E, 36018'S 1370 30'E, 360 21'30"S 
1370 27'E, 360 23 'S 1 370 30 'E, 360 30'S 1370 30'E, 
360 30'S 13 60 30 'E, 360 00'S 1360 30'E. 

Vertical Limits o - 2000 
Hours of Activity : H24 
Administering Authority Department of Defence 

(Airforce Office) 

4. This NOTAM will remain current until the 
contents have been incorporated in the AlP. 

DISTRIBUTION 

AlP Holders - Last Issue CO 29/1982 
VFG Holders (except Student Pilots) - Last 
Issue CO 29/1982 

DANGER AREA 

An airspace of defined dimensions within which 
activities dangerous to the flight of aircraft may 
exist at specified times. This term is used only 
when the potential danger to aircraft has not led to 
the designation of the airspace as restricted or 
prohibited. The effect of the creation of the 
danger area is to caution operators or pilots of 
aircraft that it is necessary for them to asses 
the dangers in relation to their responsibility 
for the safety of their aircraft. 

\ 
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CAN'T KEEP IT UP? • 
BALL VARIOMETERS MAKE A RANGE OF TOP CLASS VARIOMETERS ONE OF 

WHICH WILL SUIT YOUR REQUIREMENTS: 

* All prices quoted include the new Federal Government Sales Tax 
All prices subject to change without notice. 

MODEL 620H - Compact, audio on up only, internal 

34' 

+ 

36' 

+ 

+ 

batteries (not suppl ied) ....... .. . .. .................. ~300* 
NEW MODEL 651 - Super vario/altimeter, audio full 

range or up only , digital altimeter,streamlined case._ 
uses internal batteries (not supplied) .... .. ..... . .... $)40~ 

We are the Australian agent for BALL Variometers Inc. and offer 
12 months warranty (factory approved backup in Austra l ia) on 
all variometers sold. 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 

Winter Airspeed Indicators, self contained, made for , * 
hang gliders ....... . ...... . .. ....... ............................ . .. ~ 121 
Replogle Barographs, light weight, rugged and 
rel iabl e, 30,000' range ................ . ..................... .. .. . . $379* 
Mechanical variometers .. . ... Compasses ...... Oxygen 

For further information write or call Tom Gilbert 

T. & J. Sailplane Services 
BOX 324, CAMDEN, N.S.W. 2570 

PHONE (046) 66 7079 - A.H. (046) 57 1288 

31 



Queensland News 

Qld. CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE. 

Dates: 15 Oc t ober to 1 April 1983. 

Entry Fee: $15. 

All Entry Fees will go to buying trophies and 
prizes, there are no administration fees. Address 
your entries to QHGA , PO Box 212 Morningside 4170. 
Make fees payable to Queensland X~C League. 

CALTEX/GOLDEN FLEECE have donated a prize of 
200L of fuel. 

The League is open to all fliers and consists of 
2 classes. All flights must originate in Qld and 
are restricted to a foot-launched, non-powered 
hang glider only . 

Class A: For H4 and H5 pilots. 
Class B: For H3 and all other pilots. 

Pilots may submit as many X-C flights as they wish. 
The competition will be judged on the average 
distance of their best 12 flights . Flights may 
be entered for forward as well as over the back 
from your take- off point. Flights must be sent 
to reach us not later than 10 days after flight 
date. 

Requirements: Two signatures and addresses of 
landing witnesses for each flight, date of flight, 
distance flown and general description of landing 
location, map of area. 

LIST OF SAFETY OFFICERS 

J Al l en 
68 Wi l sinson St 
CAIRNS 4870 
Ph 516270 

HEATHER McALLAN 

T McAllan 
12 Coates St 
MORNINGSIDE 4170 
Ph 3955892 
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B Duffy 
PO Box 201 
BILOELA 4715 

G Etherton 
43 Thompson St 
AITKENVILLE 4814 
Ph. 077 751224 

R Chandler 
PO Box 396 
TULLY 4854 

T Hanlon 
210-212 Mary St 
GYMPIE 4570 
Ph W/07l 821848 

H/071 825610 

D Hannah 
64 Mt Crosby Rd 
TIVOLI 4305 
Ph 281&963 

N Hoger 
33 Hamilton St 
REDLAND BAY 4165 

C Hooker 
65 Redbank Plains Rd 
GOODNA 4300 
ph . 2881275 

B Lee 
(No Address) 

M Lewis 
6 Bolong Cr . 
FERNY HILLS 4055 
Ph. 3512188 

L Linneweber 
60 Hillview Cres 
CAIRNS 4870 
Ph. W/511333 

B Lewis 
102 Tullai Rd 

MUDGEERABA 4215 

H Van Raalte 
852 Kingston Rd 
WATERFORD 4206 
Ph 2006194 

NEW RATINGS 

E McCord 
PO Box 235 
GYMPIE 4570 

R Nevins 
102 Tullai Rd 
MUDGEERABA 4215 

S Newell 
c/- High School 
Campbell St 
ROCKHAMPTON 4701 

D Oxley 
36 I shmail St 
CAMIRA 4300 
Ph 288304 1 

G Pakullus 

B Panitz 
Maroon Rd 
RATHDOWNEY 
075 441196 

A Pascoe 
60 Hillview Cres 
CAIRNS 4870 
Ph W/511333 

Stan Roy 
MIS 2071 
Chevallum Road 
PALMWOODS 4555 

P Saarinen 
MIS 354 
NERANG 
Ph 075 333580 

J Searles 
Woodbury 
YEPPOON 4703 

STucker 
14 Springfield Cres 
SPRINGWOOD 4127 
Ph 2094876 

G Walduck 
PO Box 943 
INNISFAIL 4860 

The following new Ratings have been obtained: 

K Frost 
M Maguire 

C t1acleod 
B Gonsalves 

R Lithgow 

G Pakallus 
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At Mt Tamborine. Photo; Dave Stevens. 

NOBBY NOTES 

I've got some bad news in this months notes , and 
that is, that the Nobby site itself , has been 
closed , temporarily at least . 

The closure of the site is because we are 
re-negotiating with the Airforce (RAAF Amberley) 
on conditions by which we might use the hill. 

Hopefully the talks will soon be over, the new 
conditions finalised and the Nobby reopened. 

In the meantime , the club members have been flying 
the two major sites in the Gold Coast Hinterland , 
Rosins IDokout and Tamborine Mt. And there has 
also been some flying at the Kooralbyn Valley 
site. So nobody has been missing out on their 
weekly quota of airtime , although it would be 
good to have the Nobby back. 

The Club has organised a fly- in at Rainbow Beach 
for the weekend after the Mt Widgee Comps. It will 
be the first weekend in October and should be a 
real fun time for all those that turn up. The NE 
seabreezes have returned which is what we want for 
Rainbow Beach . For some of us it will be the 
first time we ' ve flown coastal air this year 
as the inland sites have been performing so well. 
But it should be good to have a change of scenery. 
There is one thing I dread though , and thats the 
long walk into the Carlos sand blow . 

Only 2 weeks after this f l y - in , the Eungella Comp o 
will commence and I ' ll be going up there again 
this year , and I ' m real l y l ooking forward to it . 
A number of other Nobby members will be making 
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the trip up. It will be the first time for all 
of them , but I know t hey wi l l not regret making 
the effort to go there. 

I would just like to mention that the photos that 
appeared in Nobby Notes in l ast month ' s issu e, 
were taken by Dave Stevens. 

We have all just come back from the Mt Widgee 
weekend and unfortunate l y, the scheduled comp o 
could not be run due to adverse weather conditions . 
This was a pity as there was a good turnout of 
pilots for the weekend. 

After it was found that Mt Widgee was not on , we 
all spread out looking for somewhere else to fly. 
Some went to 'Gunalda ' near Maryborough , whilst 
others went to Rainbow Beach. Both sites were 
flyable during part of the weekend , but were 
never really on. 

And for a couple of exceptions , the flights were 
pretty modest . 

The annual Nobby Christmas Party will be on again 
this year on the first weekend in December and 
if all goes well with the RAAF, it will be held 
at Glamorganvale at the foot of the Nobby . There 
will be more details on this in the next issue. 
Also there should be a report on the Eunge l la 
Comp o in the next Skysai l or . 

FURTHER TO EUNGELLA 

SCOTT TUCKER 
SECRETARY 

Any pilots who will not be able to compete on 
the Friday , please contact Graham Etherton, 
Ph Wj0 77 732499 , Hj077 751224 . Shane Duncan has 
donated a trophy of a French Connection , thank 
you Shane. 



The President From RAAF. 
Nobby Area Sky Surfing Assoc. 

Dear Sir, 

On 3 July 1979, this Headquarters gave approval 
to the Nobby Area Sky Surfing Assoc. (NASSA) to 
conduct Hang Gliding operations within the Amberley 
CTR in an area known as 'The Knobby'. This 
approval was conditional on the strict adherence by 
NASSA to a number of specified requirements. These 
conditions were imposed in the interests of flight 
safety. 

Following discussions between yourself and ATC 
staff at Amberley, this Headquarters has decided 
that Hang Gliding from The Knobby may resume 
subject to NASSA's acceptance of the requirements 
listed in Enclosure 1. You are reminded that any 
further breach by the Assoc. or any member of 
the Assoc. of these conditions will result in the 
permanent suspension of NASSA operations within 
the Amberley CTR and possible legal action under 
the relevant Air Navigation Regulations. I 
suggest therefore that your members be made well 
aware of the conditions under which they are 
permitted to operate within the Arnberley CTR. 

Subject to this Headquarters receiving written 
confirmation that NASSA accepts the conditions 
specified in Enc. 1, Hang Gliding operations may 
proceed. Any queries should be referred to the 
Operations Officer, Headquarters, RAAF Base, 
Arnberley (07-2802301). 

Yours faithfully, 

J I THOMSON 
Group Captain 

(for Officer Commanding) 

ENCLOSURE 1 

CONDITIONS FOR HANG GLIDING AT THE KNOBBY 

Conditions for Hang Gliding Operations in an area 
known as 'The Knobby', (located at 270 30' 12"S, 
1520 35' 27"E and portrayed at Appendix 1) are 
that: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e . 

approval is extended only to members of the 
Knobby Area Sky Surfing Assoc. (NASSA); 

pilots must also be members of the QHGA ; 

the hill known as 'The Knobby' is the only 
approved launching site; 

The area may be used only on weekends and 
public holidays and is subject to approval 
on the day of operation; 

on the day operations are planned, approval 
to operate must be obtained from the Duty 
Air Traffic Controller, Amberley (Phone 
07-2802222) , before hang gliding commences. 
To facilitate planning, tentative approval 
to operate may be obtained on the preceedino 
day by telephoning Arnberley ATC staff on 
07-2802222 between the hours of 0800-1500 
local. However, such approval does not 
negate the requirement for approval to be 
obtained on the actual day that operations 
are proposed; 
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f. 

g. 

h. 

i. 

j. 

k. 

flights are to be conducted in accordance 
with Air Navigation Orders Part 95 Section 
95 . 8 Issue 2 with the exception of 
paragraphs 4.4(a) and (c); 

flights are not to take place outside a 
radius of one nautical mile of the summit 
of the 'The Knobby'; 

flights are not to take place more than 
1300' above mean sea level based on QNH 
(Note 1); 

NASSA is to provide quarterly, at the end of 
November, February, May & August, an up-to
date list of NASSA members. The list is to 
be forwarded to HQ, RAAF Base, Arnberley and 
marked for attention: OPSO; 

the RAAF retains the right to withdraw 
approval for use of 'The Knobby' at any time 
without prior notice or reason; 

NASSA accepts full responsibility for its 
operations within the Arnberley CTR and agrees 
that no claim will be made against the 
Commonwealth of Australia or any member of 
the RAAF arising from such operations; 

ENCLOSURE 2 

The above notwithstanding, flight outside the 
lateral and vertical limits specified may be 
permitted under special circumstances and with 
specified approval. Before approval will be 
granted for these flights, the following 
conditions must be satisfied : 

a. 

b. 

the airspace in which the flight is planned 
must be' within the lateral and vertical 
confines of Arnberley Control Zone (AMB CTR) . 

the airspace in AMB CTR must be under the 
control of Arnberley ATC staff. 

c. Arnberley ATC agencies must be manned by a 
controller who holds an Amberley radar 
proficiency assessment. 

d . 

e. 

communications can be established between 
Arnberley ATC staff and the NASSA Duty Safety 

Officer at any given time within a period 

of five minutes. 

pilots must carry a serviceable radio and 
altimeter and maintain a listening watch 
with the NASSA Duty Safety Officer. 

f. pilots must be able to land within 10 minutes 
of Arnberley ATC issuing a request to do so. 
The NASSA Duty Safety Officer is to advise 
Arnberley 1\ TC staff if any flyer has not landed 
by the stipulated time. 

Note 1 

QNH is the altimeter sub scale setting to 
obtain elevation when on the ground. At the 
Knobbys , the ground elevation is 1177 feet. 

Appendix 1 

Copy of Map Displaying the Area in the Vicinity 
of The Knobbys. 



HGFA MEMBERS EXCLUSIVE ... 

Full personal 
accident insurance 
From HGFA Brokers 

Terence Lipman Pty Ltd 

Personal Accident Proposal Form 

Name in full. ................. ................................... ............................. .. .......... . 

Address .................. ......... ... .. ....... ... ..... .. .. .. .......... ...................... ........ ...... . 

............... .... .... .. .... ...... ... ... ... .. ... ... .... .... .......... .... Postcode ....... ................ . 

Age ....... ......... .. ............. .... .... HGFA Membership No .. ........ ........... .. ....... .. 

Occupation/Profession ..... ..... ... .... .. .............................. .. ... ..................... .. 

Duties Performed ............... ....... .......................................................... .... . 

Employer's Name ..... .. ............ ..... ... .......... ... ............. ... ...... ... ........ ... ... .. ... . 

and Address .. .. ... .. ... ........... .. .. .... .. ... .. .. ....... ...... . Postcode .... ... .. .... .. ........ . 

Have you previously suffered injury through accident? Yes 0 No D 

If yes . give brief details, including period of incapacity .......................... .. .. 

Are you presently suffering an injury or physical disability? Yes 0 No 0 

If yes, give full details ..................................................... .. ........................ . 

warwick blair insurances 
• Full 24 Hour Cover a day, every day, not just hang gliding . 

• Full Hang Gliding Cover, including Competition Flying. 

• Broad, Worldwide Cover, Lloyd's policy wordings . 

• Benefits payable for a Full Year to 80% of income, 
excluding workers' compensation claims. 

• Limited Medical Expense Cover 

• Your cover starts as soon as you despatch the 
Proposal Form and Premium. 

Be covered 24 hours a day, every day, wherever you 
are, with HGFA Members' exclusive Personal 
Accident Insurance. Select the Plan best suited to 
your requirements from the' Proposal Form below 
and mail together with the Appropriate Premium to 
Terence Lipman Pty. Ltd. 

---------------

Please indicate the Insurance Cover required. 

Insurance Benefits 
Annual Cover 

Premium Selected 
Death or Permanent Temporary Payable (please 

Total Disability Total Disablement tick) 

$10,000 $100 per week $130 

$10,000 $150 per week $180 

$10,000 $200 per week $230 

$10,000 $250 per week $280 

Date ... ... .. ........ ... ... .. .... .. Signature .. ........ ................ ...... ... ...... ........... .... .. .. 

TERENCE LIPMAN PlY LTD 
Bridge House 127 Walker Street 
North Sydney NSW 2060 Telephone (02) 9290611 
Members of the Confederation of Insurance Brokers of Australia 

People who care .. .insure with Blair '. 
81.4388 ---------------------------------
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HGAWA 

News ""'" 
As you may have noticed from the lack of articles 
in Skysailor most of us haven't done a lot of 
flying this winter. The westerlies for local 
flying sites have done a terrific job of eluding 
the weekends . 

However it appears that summer flying should 
prove interesting since some fliers have the 
new Missiles, and we'll have 2 brand new USA Fledoe 
Ill ' s. 

At present a sub-committee, to open up sites 
(especially in National Parks) is trying to gain 
permission to use a potential site at Spring 
Valley. This site, situated on the Darling Scarp 
close to Perth, has incredible potential since 
flights in excess of IOOkm are considered possible. 

MT BAKEWELL 

The previous landing area on the farmers property 
below take-off has been sold and the new owners 
will not permit landing on their property. 

This leaves fliers who bomb-out with no choice 
but to attempt to land on the local racecourse 
track , a potentially dangerous landing area. 
(Especially when the races are on!). I can just 
see it now ... " ... and they ' re neck and neck with 
100m to go, but no, .. . . it's Bim Lillig on his 
Swift by a nose!". 

With Christmas approaching, there is some talk of 
another small party at Shelley ' s Beach again. 
Rumour has it that, as a novelty , dress will be 
formal, strictly top hat and tails only. However 
the male fraternity of the club has unanimously 
ruled that the girls be allowed to wear considerably 
less. 

It appears that the phantom interior decorators 
who spruced up the unroofed, three walled, rusted 
corrugated iron , red back infested excuse for a 
100 , with expensive, trendy flower patterned 
embossed wallpaper, have set a precedence for a 
snobbish air about the Shelley's camping area. 
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SOCIAL TIT TAT 

Obviously there will be no room for undesirables 
lacking in the social finesse necessary for such 
a formal Christmas party. This includes a 
certain wife of one of the fliers who , at last 
year's celebrations at Shelleys , demonstrated 
a previously undetected, alarming skill in 
disposing of copious quantities of cheap wine . 

While in a deliriously euphoric state of 
inebriation (after the second glass) , said wife, 
on a tr1p to the cask, managed to trip over her 
husband's knee, on which a tree root had performed 
a considerable incision during a top landing the 
previous day. Husband, curling over, clutching 
knee, fact violently contorted with excruciating 
pain, realized it was just an accident and 
replied to wife some milliseconds later, and I 
quote "AAAGH SHHHIII ..... " , wife set about 
apologising and grovelling profusely. After this 
wife settled down next to him and proceeded to 
finished yet another glass of wine, suddenly she 
realised she was in a terrible situation, a 
distressed look came over her face, her hands 
began to shake - yes , Her glass was Empty! with 
fierce determination and pressing her powers of 
concentration to the limit , she managed to stagger 
to her feet. Unperterbed at the daunting task of 
h~ving to cover the 3 metres to the cask again, 
w1th the co-ordination of a spastic crab , over hi s 
knee she went again. 
The unbelievable aspect of this whole true story 
1S that she managed to trip over his knee no less 
than l times that night! (Husband insisted on 
getting her drinks for the rest of the night) . 

Yet another undesirable springs to mind. I 
observed one flier from 100m below take-off at 
the Shelleys camp when he was taking off for his 
first flight in his new Swift. Shortly after 
take-off, I noticed that he appeared to be 
hovering and signalling someone amongst the crowd 
on take-off by moving his legs apart and together. 
Anyhow I watched him soar around happily, but he 
occasionally returned to hover above take-off and 
signal someone again. 

Eventually he began to descend and I gathered with 
a small crowd of old ladies , kids, fishermen and 
their wives, to watch his first attempt at spot 
landing his Swift on the beach as the others had 
done in an informal spot landing competition. 

However to everyone ' s amazement, (or amusement?), 
he had been flying completely naked except for 
helmet . He proceeded to make his final glide 
past the crowd gathered on the small dunes above 
the spot just above our heads and a couple of metres 
away with his rear end deliberately and unashamedly 
p01nted at the crowd. (However some people dispute 
whether in fact it was his behind or his face , 
since there is a remarkable resemblence). 

So Fran and Maloney you'd better find another party 
to go to! 

STEVE EDWARDS 

PS. Thanks to the new HGFA money has been made 
available to bring Ian Jarman over here for 
an Instructors Certification Course. 



"I sold everything to buy my new Swift" 

W.A. ~C League 
This compertition 
based on the recent Aust. XC League 
Competition which was a great success in 
promoting distance flying in Australia. 

The task will be to clock up the longest 
accumulated straight line distance on your 
best 8 flights during the period August 1, 
1982 and May 31, 1983. There is no limit 
on the number of flights you may submit 
during this period . All flights must 
originate from WA and is restricted to 
foot launched (or tow launched) non-powered 
hang gliders. 

Flight documentation shall consist of: 

1. Date of flight. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

6 figure map reference from Nat map 
1;250,000, Topo maps of take-off and 
landing points plus a general 
description of these areas. 

Your estimate of the distance flown 
(official distances shall be measured 
by myself from the above map) . 

Name, address a nd phone number of 
yourself and at l eas t one t ake -off 
and landing witness. 
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Flight documents must be posted withjn 10 
days of the flight being made to be eligible 
for consideration. 

Entry to this competition is free and you 
will be considered entered upon receipt of 
your first flight document. Pending HGAWA 
approval, a trophy will be awarded to the 
winner, plus medalions for 1st , 2nd , & 3rd 
place getter s . 

The accumula t ed distance of your. bes t 3 
flights as at November 14, will be used to 
determine the team to represent WA at the 
Aust. Nationals for the 82/83 season. 

The duration of this competition will enable 
you to enter flights during the record 
breaking spring and autumn flying seasons in 
WA's North West, along with flights around 
Perth and perhaps interstate flights from 
Eucla ·. 

There is no cost to enter this competition , 
so you have no excuse for not doing so. 
Send entries to: 

WA XC League 
c/ - HGAWA 
331 Vahland Avenue 
WILLETON WA 61 55 

Good Luck ! 

RAY CHATFIELD . 



LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR 

Dear Editor 

In mid 1981 one of the monthly ads. submitted by 
Ultra Light mentioned the availability of Trikes, 
but was not accepted until the word "Trikes " wa s 
removed. 

On P3 of the August 1981 Skysailor under the 
heading "Policy on Power", it was clearly stated 
that there would be no advertising or promotion 
of powered flight in Skysailor . 

The HGFA Executive confirmed this decision at the 
1981 Convention . 

On Page 17 of last month's issue (Sept ' 82), there 
i s an ad. from Pacific Kites of NZ in which the 
words " Sky trikes Available" appear. 

Why is it that an overseas manufacturer can 
advertise Trikes in Skysailor and an Australian 
manufacturer can not? 

Yours faithfully, 
BRIAN FIMMELL 

ultra Light Flight Systems 
11 woodfield Ave 
BUNDEENA NSW 2230 

Ph. 523 . 5918 

Well here's one red faced editor, 
and I must apologise for missing 
that small set of words. The error 
has been corrected in this issue. 

Ed. 
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Dear Editor , 

Everyone at some time or another has tried to walk 
with his or her kite , packed up in the bag, with the 
wind blowing , and noticed that it wants to swing 
sideways into the most inefficient position . This 
is because the shape of it creates a centre of 
pressure forward of the shape of gravity. This 
centre of pressure is small in slow moving air and 
increases with air speed , thereby providing an 
unstable situation . Thi s phenomena also acts upon a 
pilot who is in prone. If one were to take one's 
hands off the bar , eventually the prone pi l ot t ends 
to yaw sideways. I would suggest that having a small 
fin on the pilot' s l egs , eg o a cocoon harness, that 
perhaps an improvement in s tability would result. 
This fin would also aid in turning when the pilot 
p urposely turns his or her body sideways. 

Dear Editor, 

C P SKEATES 
C2 Ainsley Village 
AINSLEY ACT 2601 

Having just spent 6 months in the US , I am 
astonished to return and discover the wind 
direction saga still raging be t ween CP Skeates 
and the rest. This back and forth bartering must 
now rival the Bill Thorneyworth affair about the 
use fullness of females in the hang gliding 
fraternity. 

Poor Mr Skeates is obviously convinced he has a 
point and I agree with him to a degree, but he 
is now being sidetracked in his logic by 
technical jargon about side sl i p, corioli s and 
sweptback wings which has about as much relevance 
as epoxy resin to table salt . With al l the "experts" 
around, why hasn't somebody explained the real 
reason we can detect the upwind component? 

For the solution, just think back to your early 
physics class and consider this: Any moving 
mass has associated with it , inertia , which is 
increased by an increase of velocity , an increase 
in mass, or both. A hang glider with its own mass 
plus pilot and his equipment, gains kinetic ener0Y 
as it flys forward from a stationary position. 
This mass is accelerated forward evell more so when 
flying downwind, even tho ugh its air-speed remains 
constant. A sudden change of course upwind, ie. 
a 1800 turn , brings the glider and its pilot to a 
s udden decrease in velocity. This decelleration is 
felt by the body as s uch as you suddenly feel 
your harness tighten as you enter a thermal. 
The degree to which one could detect this 
difference of velocity would depend on how quickly 
the 1800 turn was executed . Obviously a slow , 
gentle turn would be more in keeping with the 



fishbowl theory, which is great if you're flying 
underwater. Now, I'm almost sure this 
explanation will not satisfy everyone, so its 
back to some expert to try to prove it wrong. 
I can hardly wait. 

Good on you CP for sticking to your point. 

BRIAN CHEESMAN 

Dear Editor 

I was opening my mail last week by remote control 
in my explosion-proof bunker, when my groping 
waldoes removed an envelope to reveal the latest 
copy of Omli magazine. Imagine my chagrin as I 
perused this august and respectable publication 
to find the following snippet of news which I have 
included for publication with their kind 
permission:-

STOP PRESS : NEW AIR NAVIGATION AID 
Houston: NASA scientists report the development 
of a new navigation aid based upon discoveries 
by a hitherto-unknown Australian hang glider 
pilot. 

The new aid detects the difference between 
turning "upwind" and turning "downwind" allows 
the aircraft to know its real groundspeed at 
all times. By combining the information from 
this sensitive instrument with that of currently 
available in-ship navigational aids, this 
development has totally eliminated any need for 
ground-based navigational information and allows 
on-board calculation of trajectory and correction 
for wind speed without any reference to external 
means. 

The new instrument contains a small lump of 
a mysterious substance called a "skeat". It 
has been found that these "skeats" have the 
curious ability to detect the "slip efficiency 
which always dominates any natural stability" in 
the aircraft when turning into or away from the 
direction of motion within an unaccelerated frame 
of reference moving at a constant velocity (an 
aircraft in a smooth airstream) .......... . 

DEAR 0 DEAR 0 DEAR 

X E FALCON 
No . 2 
THE AERIE 

This is going on for ever! 
I'm putting in my bit, then will wait 
for a more complete, clear and correct 
explanation, all other rhubarb on the 
subject will be heavily edited. 

Bvery thing is relative! 
Inertia, momentum and velocity are no 
exception 

Relative to two things a mass may have 
much momentum or no momentum. 
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For example, a car moving at lOOkph 
may have a considerable momentum relative 
to a lampost, but no momentum relative 
to the car in front which is also 
travelling at the same speed in the same 
direction. 

When we fly we have airspeed, this is 
relative to AIR. 

So all our measures of momentum, inertia, 
velocity, are relative to AIR. 

What the air does relative to the 
ground is of no importance. 

Ed. 

Dear Editor, 

( and any other person who reads this 
page ) 

Thoughts of the coming thermal season 
have initiated a few thoughts which have 
lingered since the last summer which 
I need to lump on a few other people. 

First is the plight of the driver and 
its owner. Being one of those few who 
owns not only a car but also the driver 
( or does Cathy own me or are we both 
bankrupt ) I get the feeling I was 
abused by a few pilots last summer. Some 
pilots demand the services of drivers 
and give no thanks; verbal or monetary. 
Treat our drivers with respect or we'll 
lose them. And drivers, be selective in 
whom you collect: offenders will soon 
get the message. As regards payments 
for lifts; I think 10 cents per kilometre 
flown is fair. 

Secondly, and more irritating, is the 
attitude of D. of A. All winter I've 
been waiting for the new legislation 
and getting myself prepared for its 
limitations. Even though the new ANO is 
better than what now exists, this 
legislation is so laughable I have 
completely disregarded it. So the new 
ANO would have limited rather than 
expanded the areas where I would fly. 
Now that HGFA have done its bit ( and 
more ) but the bureaucrats have ignored 
us, I must reassess my position. This 
summer, I will take a responsible 
attitude and limit my flying to all 
areas outside controlled airspace. I 
even know where they are thanks to my 
new and useful Hang 5 knowledge. While 
no~ attempting to incite anybody, I 
th~nk my attitude is fair and reasonable. 

ROB DANAHER 



Dear Editor, 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter sent to 
the Hang Gliding Association in Prahran. 

I request t hat this letter be published 
as a n ope n letter to all Hang Glider 
Pilots in the " Skysailor " 

We trust that this is the best method 
to try and get our message across to 
the Pilots. 

I.S. & A.D . WALLACE & SON 
Dear Sirs 

This is to register a very strong protest at the 
way Hang Gl ider pilots treat our property. 

It angers us immensly to see pilots land their 
machines in o u r paddocks of crop , which , by 
virtue of the fact we were fortunate to receive 
a very small amount of rain at the right time, 
are in very good condition at the present time. 

You will, I hope, appreciate the plight of 
Australia with the tremendous devastation of 
drought . These crops we are growing may just 
help to keep a few people in food if the drought 
continues in its present form. 

We also protest strongly at the ignorance of these 
pilots, who even if there is a gate 50' away, will 
climb over the fence, totally ignoring the gate . 
If approached and asked why not use the gate, 
the stock answer is "I didn't see it". If they 
are so blind , how do they get licenses or what
ever is needed to fly these contraptions . 

This is not the first time we have had trouble 
with these machines landing in our crops. This 
happens to be the way we earn our living and 
the damage done by these pilots is NOT appreciated. 

No one ever comes and asks " can we use your 
property to land on", or even say "sorry". 

Is there such a thing as trespassing with Hang 
Glider pilots? 

Who is responsible if a pilot is injured landing 
on our property, perhaps staked on a steel post? 
Do we leave him there as an example? 

This protest is registered ear l y in the season 
before everyone ruins our livelihood and to try 
and save hard feelings on everyones part. I am 
sure if we entered a Hang Glider pilot's private 
property and wal ked a l lover the garden, or 
interfered with machinery in business premises, 
the police would be called immediately . We 
respect other peoples property so we feel a little 
reciprocation would be nice. 

We do not ob j ect to people enjoying whatever sport 
they fee l inc l ined to fol l ow , but why should we 
be the target for the landing of these machines . 
The airstr ip is i n the middle of our property. 
Why not use it? They tell us they run out of 
air ~ ~ 
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We d r ead the Ha ng Gliding Championships being held 
i n this a r e a because o f the damage done on 
p r evious occas i o n s . 

This weekend just past, 3 s u c h p ilo t s l anded in 
our oats crop . One fe llow whe n approached , said 
he would fo l d h is machine by t he fence , when we 
returned 10 mi ns. l ater , t her e he was t r amping 
a r ound on the o a ts f olding the thing wher e he 
had landed . 

From t his date , we regre t, t ha t owing to the 
amount of damage done to crops over t he past years, 
we are going to be forced to c l a im compensation 
from a ll pi l ots who l and in our crop. They do 
not pick t he machine up and carry it carefu lly to 
the exit , but DRAG the thing a l ong , knocking the 
seed off the plants . It is thi s blatant misuse 
of our land that we object to most strongly . 

Yours faithfully, 

I.S. & A.D . WALLACE & 

SON 

HANG GLIDING BANNED AT MT BUFFALO 

Makes an interesting and controversial headline 
doesn't it? I am not a pessimist, but I feel 
sure one day that I will read these words, 
maybe not about Mt Buffalo, but definitely about 
some of the beautiful sites we fly. For some of 
the more thick-skinned or plain dumb people 
amongst our membership , let me remind you of some 
facts. In most cases , take-offs and landings are 
made at the discretion of some Landowner , or 
Government body. These people , after deriving 
their livelihood from the land , can be justifiably 
upset by the pig ignorant or selfish behaviour of 
some of our members. 

I live in a house in Melbourne, I don't expect 
persons to trample through my garden, let their 
dogs roam free in my yard, use foul language 
in front of my family or climb over my fence s. 
I don ' t think that my attitude is particularly 
abnormal or unfriendly. Surely the people who 
allow us to launch and land on their properties 
deserve the some consideration? 

In the past three weeks, each of the above compla ints 
has been made about our membership. One 
complainant in the Mt Buffalo area being reduced to 
tears when pilots trampled through the one crop 
she had left , not affected by the terrible drought. 

How many sites can you remember that have been lost 
forever , due to loca ls ' gaining a hard attitude 
to us, due to the actions of a few . 

So this is a plea to our membership to just show 
some basic courtesy to the land the landowners 
who allow us to fly. Your actions will determine 
which sites we keep and which new sites we gain. 

Stay Cool , 
COL BARRY 



MOUNT BUFFALO SUMMER SEASON 

Being recent witnesses to four crop landings in 
the Buckland Valley in one day , together with 
having local farmers on our backs again, we are 
very concerned about the coming season. Enough to 
ask, the City Boys anyway , "What are crops"? 

As we are all aware, the recent drought is playing 
havoc with most of the farmers in vic and NSW, 
but in the Buffalo region they are trying to grm·' 
seed crops now, as well as the usual tobacco, 
sunflowers, hops, ' lucern, etc ., so we can see why 
they get so het up about people dropping in and 
walking around, however little real damage may be 
done. We can't really blame them for getting 
stroppy. What we can do is stop landing in 
crops, and also very importantly, not climbing 
over fences. Hopefully the following may be of 
help to those city slickers who don't know any 
better. 

What is a Crop 

A crop is something a farmer goes to great trouble 
and expense to plant in the hope that he can get 
something out of it, ie. he is protective. 

What Does a Crop Look Like 

From the air a crop has many distinguishing f eatures . 

1. Colour - different from surrounding paddocks, 
- even colouring, not blotchy 

2. Texture - usually seeded in lines or contours, 
a definite pattern 

- may be higher than other areas, eg o 
tobacco 5', lupins 3 ', oats 6" - 2 ' 

3 . Sometimes accompanied by machinery, ego 
sprinklers, tractor, etc , but not animals . 

4. May be accompanied by shotgun-toting farmers. 

Where Else Can I Land 

1. Roadside Reserves - but watch out for power 
lines. 

2 . Fallow or grazing paddocks - if you see two 
empty paddocks, one with cows or sheep and one 
nice and empty , choose the one with animals and 
make sure you use the gate. 

3 . Special Circumstances -

a. Buckland Airstrip - This is private land and 
you will notice that the strip is clearly 
marked (it looks a lot rougher than the 
crops planted either side). You can drive 
in and park on the side of the strip to 
retrieve . Watch out for air traffic and 
plan your approach accordingly. 

b . Roads - Most roads have a cleared space on 
e ither side which is suitable , power lines 
are a hazard , but usually only on one side. 
Beware of cross wires. 
There are also many dirt roads , forestry 
tracks etc . in the area which can be used 
in emergencies . Give way to cars as they 
may not see you in time. 
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c . Railway Line - The B right to Wangaratta 
rail lin~ is no longer used regularly, and 
should be available as an alternative 
landing site. However this may not be legal . 

d. Trees - not recommended. 

e . Dams and Reservoirs - wet, watch out for 
ducks and mud. 

Conculsions 

The local farmers, when stirred , can make life 
miserable for local fliers. We have worked over 
the years to keep up good relations and priviledqes. 

Unfortunately some farmers with crops are like 
mothers with babies, so if you do the wrong thinq , 
you can expect to be shot at, assaulted, kite run 
over and verbally abused. 

If you contribute to the loss of our sites we will 
contribute toward the loss of your rating (if 
not your life). 

Please feel free to contact me or Trevor before 
flying,for up to the minute information on the 
latest danger areas. 

Phone Gilbert 057 551158 BH 
057 551124 AH 

Trevor 057 562224 BH 
057 562398 AH (leave off the 057 if 

you ' re here) 

Doctors don't 
house calls 

Your St. John first aid 
training makes YOU 
the vital person 
for the next 
three hours ... 

Bushwalking, boating . 
hunting . .. canoeing. rock
climbing, hang-gliding ... A lot 
of people enjoy sports which isolate 
them from medical services -
Sports in which accidents DO 
happen, are sometimes miles or 
hours away from doctors or 
hospitals. St. John First Aid training 
could save a life or prevent an 
injury becoming too serious. 
Make sure there's a St. John 
First Aider in your group. Why not 
yourself? $30 isn't much to pay 
so you can take a load off your 
mind and enjoy yourself. 
Enrol Now 
For information on course 
starting dates phone 212 1088 
or write to 

8 < SL Jo~n . Ambulance 
Assoclallon. 

'. . 6 Hunt Street. 
Sydney, 2000. 

Sydney HOQuert.,. (02) 2121088 

Mltt.gong (0481 7 1 1298 
Goulburn (0481 2 1411 

Albury (060) 2' 3300 

Tamworth t0671 66 2933 
Dubbo (068) 82 2233 
Shellh.rbour (0421 96 2168 
Ulmar. (0661 2 4 2062 
Bathurst (063) J 1 1 1 1 

Wagga (0691 21 2034 
Nowra i044 1 20111 
Broken Hili ,0801 88 166R 
Go.lord W431 25 042 \ 



NSW 

MARKET PLACE 

,II 

Moyes Meteor 170 Excellent Condition. 
Blue with rainbow tips. Phone Nick 
on (02) 982 4057 for a test fly. 
$1100 O. N. O. 
Minimum Rating H3. 

Sunbird Supine Harness. 
Excellent condition, imported from 
US . Blue with black fittings. 
$75. 
Phone Pat Wilson (02) 428 1134 (AH) 

(02) 631-8022 (BH) 

Bandit 180 near new condition. Less 
than 10 flying hours . 
Blue white and black. Minimum rating H2. 
$900. Phone Ken Grieves (02) 93 2212 

(02) 236 5033 

Swift 170. Red and yellow, has keel 
post fitted . In good condition. 
Minimum rating H3. 
$1100 O.N.O. 

ALSO 

Instrument Panel. White fibreglass 
housing comprising colver 5xc vario 
and Thommen Altimeter. $200. 

(or will sell the lot for $1300) 

phone Tom Sheumack - (043) 843734 
Forresters Beach NSW 

Skydart - Attractive colours - red, yellow, 
orange , black, white. Very good 
condition . An ideal light weight 
beginners glider for the smalle r pilot. 
No minimum rating. $500. 
Phone (02) 326 2669 - Carole Walt e r. 
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Wanted - used Bandits, Wedgetails , Super 
2s, Swallow Tails or any similar Beginner/ 
Intermediate style kites in good 
condition . 

Phone Newcastle School of Hang Gliding 
049 - 262896 or 752035 
Ask for Kel or Stew. 

Swift 170 - Orange & light blue alternatinq 
with black leading edges. Excellent 
condition , $1 , 000. Thommen 2000-26 
Altimeter with strap - $100. Ball 620H 
small audio vario - $250. Pro Lite A.A.S . 
Parachute just repacked - $250. 

All top quality gear - The lot $1550. 

Phone AH (042) 297102 - Michael Sladek. 

Moyes Meteor 170. 
white top surface. 
price - $900. 

Light green and 
Top glider, low 

Graham Wallin - Ph . 663316. 

Instrument Panel including Ball 500H 
Audio Vario and Aircraft Altimeter. 

Phone Glen Woodward - 02 9180038. 

$230. 

Super 2, very good condition. Green 
and purple complete with harness and 
helmet. Minimum Rating 0 - 1. 
$250 - O.N.O. 

Ring Kevin (02) 525 5434. 

Swift 170 - Green and White. With "Magic 
Box" and "Reflex Compensation" system 
fitted by Ultralight. This makes the 
Swift much more controllable on take-off 
and landing, making it safer than a 
standard Swift. This is still a very 
competitive glider and is thus suited for 
H3 pilots with intentions of entering 
competition. Minimum Rating H3. 
Price $1250. 

phone John Coby (042) 671880 (BH) 

VK3 - good condition. Sail black, white 
and orange. Good intermediate and 
training kite. - plus bag. 
$5 00 . HI. 

Phone Brett (02) 661 7038. 



VIC 

CB200 - excellent condition white and 
orange sail. Su it t r aining. Hanging 
harness with prone belt included. 

? 280 . HI. 

Phone Mrs Forlonge (02) 5994470 (Rockdale) 

wanted to buy - Meteor 170 

Also 

For Sale - EF5, 10m , proven thermal, 
X-C ship featuring rib retainers and 
heavy duty keel section zip for easy 
set- up . Min rating H2 - $200 . 

Condor, suit beginner , harness included . 
Hang 1. $1 00 . 

Gary Hickson - BH (053) 370389 (Free call) . 

Hang Glider VK4 . Blue stratus coated 
rigging . Heavy duty bag . Excellent 
condition . $850 . 
Phone Ron - BH (03) 6997755 AH (03) 2337625 . 

Meteor 170 . Red , orange and yellor . 
This kite is a bar gain for the competitive 
pilot wi th a limited budget - $1 , 100 . 
Phone Wes Hill (03) 277 7942 . 
Minimum rating H3. 

Moyes Mega III - $900 . 
Pale blue double sur face , white sail . 
Good condition - H3 . 

Moyes prone harness - $45. 

Stuart Davies (03) 802475 

McDona l d Eagle Six - ext ra fine trim , two 
sets new flying wires , light and heavy 
duty A frames , light blue sai l, dark 
hlue LE and tips with yellow tip panels. 
Gxcellent condition only 40 perfect 
landings , never flown at the coast . 
Excellent Hang3 thermal machine, zip bag . 
Min . Hang III $450. O. N.O. 

Phone Gilbert Griffith - 057 551158 BH 
057 551124 AH 

Pheonix Hang Glider - Good condition . 
Suit beginner . Formed battens. 
Yellow & black - Only $125. 
Phone Loui De Keyzer . 
AH (059) 964986. BH 561 1233 . 
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SA 

Mega 2 . L/Blue , D/Blu e , wh i te . 
Swivel crosstube. Flies great , rea l 
confidence booster, spare uprights , 
water proof bag - $900. O. N. O. 
Rating H2 . Phon e (08) 38 1 6732 
Garry Ninnes . 

Meteor 170 in good 
Clean tight sail. 
best LID. Minimum 
J Furne l l (07) 207 

condition . 
Trimmed for 
rating H3 . 
3593 . 

Mega 
Ver y 
with 
LID. 

II with swivel ling cross bar . 
good condi tion . Responsive g l ider 
super hand l ing and competitive 
Sell for $800 , O. N.O . 

Minimum rating H2 . 
Phone J Furnell , Brisbane (07) 207 3593. 

skysooring 
PO 

industries 
Box 103, Thirroul 2515 

VAROIMETERS 
Hummingbird VE-IO ............ $214 
Ball 620H, Small audio 

vario ...... $300 
Ball 651, Compact audio vario/ 

digital altimeter in 
padded bag .......... $540 

Special Ball Bracket ......... : $22 
Warranty and Service included. 

KWIK CLAMPS ........................ $24 

ALTIMETERS 
Thomme n 2000-26 .............. $132 
Wrist strap ............. . ...... $8 

WIND METERS 
Hall wind mete r with 

bracke t ....... $3 5 

P~RACHUTES 

Prolite Pulled Apex chute by A.A.S. 
Fast es t opening, mos t ef f i cient 
super c ompact. Weighs 3~ l bs . $3 70 
Containe r b ag . .............. . $20 

COCOON HARNE SSES 
Advanced Air Sports ..... f r om $ 220 

phone SIeve K ennord (042) 
61/194 



_ Fly to the stars, by Missile or Mars 

Let imagination take you 

To lands unknown, all on your own 

No other glider near you 

You'll win the race, through outer space 

Or earthbound competition 

Un your Moyes steed, at blurring speed 

You've made the right decision 

The feel is right, the sail is tight 

Moyes Missile, Y,ou, as One 

Outclimb, outsink, outglide, outthink 

You've never had such fun 

The final miles, your body smiles 

You've left the rest behind 

Switch to cruise, no way you'll lose 

You've seen the finish line 

Ten feet to burn, your final turn 

The crowd scream, cheer G whistle 

This glider's hot, you've hit the spot 

You've ~ ! you a nd your MISSILE. 

For gliders that a re poetry in motion 

ca ll you 're nearest dea l e r 

Or phone t he Moyes factory on 

(02) 3875114 


